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Agriculture 2%

Iron, and the Bantu Peoples
1. Mgk TNy —RE&]

There is evidence of agriculture in Africa prior to 3000 B.C. It may have developed independently, but many scholars believe that the spread of
agriculture and iron throughout Africa linked it to the major centers of the Near East and Mediterranean world. The drying up of what is now the
Sahara desert had pushed many peoples to the south into sub-Saharan Africa. These peoples settled at first in scattered hunting-and-gathering
bands, although in some places near lakes and rivers, people who fished, with a more secure food supply, lived in larger population concentrations.
Agriculture seems to have reached these people from the Near East, since the first domesticated crops were millets and sorghums whose origins
are not African but West Asian. Once the idea of planting diffused, Africans began to develop their own crops, such as certain varieties of rice, and
they demonstrated a continued receptiveness to new imports. The proposed areas of the domestication of African crops lie in a band that extends
from Ethiopia across southern Sudan to West Africa. Subsequently, other crops, such as bananas, were introduced from Southeast Asia.

#2TRIS000F AR 77U A TEENMTHONTWEIL ® 5. 22 IFIREICREB LIZUREMDH 20 ZLDOFEE IZ BE BN T7TUAH
BERICED 2T TOER CHIFED F B S EHBED T EEZTVSHN\SEEDTF ED /- T ZLDORED TN\ SHRURE D
T7UHOHITHLE INT. CNSDORKIF RANSEHENARMIREOER L LTEFE LD RN DAL TR LD RE LI-RIgHEZ
ZI5N3RFETIALDLDZLDAOZELTEEL TV BHIGERD ST E SN TOWTRIICREC SNIAEMIZT 7V A
TIABAT7 S ISR BEEF OIFEIRTVILH LI TH T BN EEZ D L VWSEZIDLFED L. T IVADARIIKDESBIHE DIEY %
FHRLIBO FLLVAAREZITANSZREDIF > TVWE L. 7 I7VADEMHARBL SN RIS TFAETHESRX—A >V EmEEE T
7 ITVHICEZHIROMIE EHTE SNZ. TDENT T REDIEMDRE 7T HSEA TN,

Directions: Now answer the questions. FIREICEZ THELS!

1. According to paragraph 1, why do researchers doubt that agriculture developed independently in Africa?

“ African lakes and rivers already provided enough food for people to survive without agriculture.
B The earliest examples of cultivated plants discovered in Africa are native to Asia.
Africa’s native plants are very difficult to domesticate.

E African communities were not large enough to support agriculture.

a@ ETSZAR kL —F—NobusE DT R1 > H !
‘\‘;\‘ 1Ef# ﬂ The earliest examples of cultivated plants discovered in Africa are native to Asia.

INTGTFTDEZRLEBE5
“Near East, since the first domesticated crops were millets and sorghums whose origins are not African but West Asian.”
SNBSS NIARDE T 7V ATIFALFET T TH D EENTUVET, “cultivated” & “domesticated” I FIZEFE T
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2.

Livestock also came from outside Africa. Cattle were introduced from Asia, as probably were domestic sheep and goats. Horses were apparently
introduced by the Hyksos invaders of Egypt (1780-1560 B.C.) and then spread across the Sudan to West Africa. Rock paintings in the Sahara indicate
that horses and chariots were used to traverse the desert and that by 300-200 B.C., there were trade routes across the Sahara. Horses were
adopted by peoples of the West African savannah, and later their powerful cavalry forces allowed them to carve out large empires. Finally, the camel
was introduced around the first century A.D. This was an important innovation, because the camel’s ability to thrive in harsh desert conditions and
to carry large loads cheaply made it an effective and efficient means of transportation. The camel transformed the desert from a barrier into a still

difficult, but more accessible, route of trade and communication.

%!I

INSTS5T20

REDTIVHUND LT BN B ASTEHFRTIOTHORHERAEN. REDFPVFELEEEALTH A5 FIFIT VT 2RIELL
EIVZA ($2TTRI1780~1560%F) BMEFLRAATE L ST EDRR—H Y EBITHET 7UAICLD > TV .
YNSHEDERDSHHBDIE. FEBENREZMEMT 20 ICEHN I L. EL TR ITRIB00FE N 5200F RICIE N\ SHWRZER I3
RBEIFELI LT,

BIBREBETIVADYNYFDANLRDETEON. PO TEABHERKEATE R LA TE . e BRIHICERICS V45
REN LR EETEFN TH o BERS T VAW EDBRELTRIE T COETEN AT REY R ENBZ O B DMEN
BEIXFREBOIH ST, FVR W REZBETIZH BN LD TIEALPT VRS BEDIL—MIERTDTHB.

Directions: Now answer the questions. fIREICEZ TH&S!

2. According to paragraph 2, camels were important because they

“ were the first domesticated animal to be introduced to Africa
E allowed the people of the West African savannahs to carve out large empires
helped African peoples defend themselves against Egyptian invaders

m made it cheaper and easier to cross the Sahara

iEf2 B] made it cheaper and easier to cross Sahara

NFITZITDEZLLZESD
“Finally, the camel was introduced around the first century A.D. This was an important innovation, because the camel’s

ability in harsh desert conditions and to carry large loads cheaply made it an effective and efficient means of transportation.”
OB DXUCH B K SICT VR ISHYEDRTY T ESRDICZRMTHELBVEH TH D LRBHINTLET,
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3.

This technological shift caused profound changes in the complexity of African societies. Iron represented power. In West Africa the blacksmith who
made tools and weapons had an important place in society, often with special religious powers and functions. Iron hoes, which made the land more
productive, and iron weapons, which made the warrior more powerful, had symbolic meaning in a number of West African societies. Those who knew

the secrets of making iron gained ritual and sometimes political power.

Directions: Now answer the questions. FREICE R THELS!

3. The word “ritual” in the passage is closest in meaning to

“ military E physical ceremonial m permanente

IEf% [9 ceremonial

» ”» «

INTTZ %50 L Iron represented power” .. .often with special religious powers and functions.” “...had symbolic meaning in a number of
West African societies” % L C & D13 “Those who knew the secrets of making iron ritual and sometimes political power.” £>TULV&E 3,
ZZTitual”IFRBN B EELHEATET £IOT, (A) military (B) physical (D) permanentid&nHEH TIdEFED £ A, “ritual” (F5RE
H7EINA DT, “ceremonial” M —FA WS EICAD £ T,

NytE—IZ 18R TRET DI NYvE—DZHATHSEBER > TLVK CREDED FH Ao TDT=8IZ I3 skimming EscanningD R FIL DB E T,
skimming®D BMIE /Nyt —C OB Z BT Z LTI RBFICIE T00ED/NYE—JDRA MLZEFRATH S ENFTITTTORIIDXDH EHH
FT.COHETPYOTHD L NDFEEE TshimmingZiE X3 EDTEETO T HEZIEDDEBDSHE L THELLS,

BENTIZTDRIDXIE/INS TS T Dmain ideah’ BV TH B EHZ VDT skimmingD & T/ Xy — S DARBEEL Z A TEE T TN bIIE.
RIREIC A D, scanningZ 1T\ & 9o scanning® BMIEHERIEREFHAIB LTI,

BRI EEOBEIIT—A—DA>TVWET DT NI IS TLEE2HOMBEN B HEOH IR ZORIEOX ZHHATHRALF T, £ BBICIE
key word/key phraseh'# 2 DT ENEF T LICE O TNTIZTTDRBRIERBAEFHATE I ZEIHI LN TEIED



Reading Practice
V=F12J DT A MERICENES!

L.

The diffusion of agriculture and later of iron was accompanied by a great movement of people who may have carried these innovations. These people
probably originated in eastern Nigeria. (A) Their migration may have been set in motion by an increase in population caused by a movement of peoples
fleeing the desiccation, or drying up, of the Sahara. (B) They spoke a language, proto-Bantu (“bantu” means “the people”), which is the parent tongue
of a large number of Bantu languages still spoken throughout sub-Saharan Africa. Why and how these people spread out into central and southern
Africa remains a mystery, but archaeologists believe that their iron weapons allowed them to conquer their hunting-gathering opponents, who still used
stone implements. (C) Still, the process is uncertain, and peaceful migration-or simply rapid demographic growth-may have also caused the Bantu

explosion. (D)

NS T ST LDFER

B ZLTHOBRIE. ChoDEMEFEE L THESIALDABE E/H>TUW e CNODALDERISEES<TAITUTRET
B35, W5DBEE HNSHRDOEZIRE M SRNT AL DB LZABIITIAE o7 LB DN B EEIETOR N Fa (N F a1l
TARIDE) LWSEBEEL. ENHREYNSUEDO T IVATEINTVWIZLDN Y FaSEBORELH>TVS, LI L EHEERS
B ESHERDOEBRICE ST F AR EFEALTVIRHIREDHEFZART 2 AT LELTVS LD L. EZDBIRISREATH D,
TR RTEE. HDVSEIC2B B ADEINB/N Y —EOBRNAEM%ES | SR Lcaklr H 5,

Directions: Now answer the questions. fIEEICE X THLS!

4. Inthe paragraph below, there is a missing sentence. Look at the paragraph and
indicate (A, B, C and D) where the following sentence could be added to the passage.

These people had a significant linguistic impact on the continent as well.
Where would the sentence best fit?

“ Option A ﬂ Option B OptionC m Option D

1IEf% B These people had a significant linguistic impact on the continent as well.

I[CNSDARIFEETE BN AR EEZRPEICDERT1LHD FT. EEBIRHIIKB)DEDIICH 5L 51 “They spoke a language,
proto-Bantu (“bantu” means “the people”),which is the parent tongue of alarge number of Bantu languages still spoken throughout sub-Saharan
Africa.” BantuX WS EBMH/N\ZUED 7 7UATHREDFEONTVZ EENMNMTVRDT, FEEOX % B)ICHEATI L BDBROX L
BIEDS FLBENDF T,
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Anthropology A 8%
II' Download Audio L s
Birch Bark Canoes [ﬂ BRSOV

TA)NBEOBE TIEoTch X —

Narrator
Listen to part of a lecture in an anthropology class.

Female Professor
So we’ve been discussing sixteenth century Native American life, and today we’re going to focus on Iroquois and Huron peoples, um they lived in the
northeastern Great Lakes region of North America. Now, uh back then, eh their lives depended on the natural resources of the forest, especially the

birch tree. The birch tree can grow in many different types of soils and is prevalent in that area. Now, um eh can anyone here describe a birch tree?

LOFv—DRVERSZMR!I CABILZELTVET

ETXIVADAEKRBOILREBICEATVE LI REDEFRIFRDORAZRFICHEOKRICKEFEL TV E L BEOKRIFT T T X RERD
TETEDI LD TEIBD T EDOMIFICLL DB LTV E T AEOKICDOVWTHATER ANV EITH?

Male Student
Umm, they’re tall? And...white? The bark, | mean.

Female Professor

Yes, the birch tree has white bark. And this tough protective outer layer of the tree, this, this white bark, is waterproof, and this waterproof quality of
the bark oh it made it useful for making things like cooking containers, um ...a variety of utensils.

And if you peel birch bark in the winter——eh we call it the “winter bark”——um, another layer, a tougher inner layer of the tree adheres to the bark,

producing a stronger material...so the “winter bark” was used for larger utensils and containers.

Z5TIRMEDAKICIFEWVER D BT BAKED BD E G CORKMEDENST THERE R ERADBEZERDICRIBE L £IC
BEQREULIEZE DAV R—N—0" UV ETRORADHo LXK BEBHRICHTE L T LDIBVEMICBBA TIN5 U152 —
N=0 " FRELBEEPARICEDNIEVSERTI R,

Male Student
Umm, | know people make utensils out of wood,
but utensils out of tree bark?

Female Professor
Well, birch bark is pliable and very easy to bend.

The NativeAmericans would cut the bark and fold it into any shape theyneeded, then secure it with cords

until it dried. They could fold thebark into many shapes.
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Male Student
So, if they cooked in bowls made of birch bark, wouldn’t that make the food taste funny?

Female Professor

Oh, that’s one of the great things about birch bark. The taste of the birch tree doesn’t get transferred to the food-so it was perfect for cooking contain-
ers. Eh but the most important use of the bark by far was the canoe. Since the northeast region of North America is uh it’s interconnected by many
streams and waterways, water transportation by vessels like a canoe was most essential. The paths through the woods were often overgrown, so, so
water travel was much faster. And here’s what the Native Americans did. ..they would peel large sheets of bark from the tree to form lightweight yet
sturdy canoes. The bark was stretched over frames made from tree branches, uh stitched together and sealed with resin-y-you know that, that sticky
liquid that comes out of the tree-and when it dries, it’s watertight. One great thing about these birch bark

canoes was, uh they could carry a large amount of cargo. F-For example, a canoe weighing about 50 pounds could carry up to 9 people and 250 pounds

of cargo.

ZNOEEDHRDOBVWEIATIRMEOARDKNBREICES AV SHAEREICREL STLATI.— A BEOROEELFERARREIZ
AR —TLIALKRDILTREBIFZ K DNIPPKEDRNTUVBD T AX— DL S BRI L ZK EEEDEFICRDE FHATLIC.ZROFD
BIHERDEVWE TV DT K EDADIEEMIBLBE TETDTY,
FATATTRIAVNEADER ZRER VT BCTERBAR—ZED L LTco KO TS IR Z IZD VS hE Bis THZEL £ L
COBREDOHE TTILAX—DTIVEIBE AEBDEYEENS LTI AHIRIFEE50R FOAI—ICIE IADARE 250K FD
s Es el TEEL.

Female Student
Wow! But...how far could they travel that way?

Female Professor

Well, like | said, the northeastern region is uh interconnected by rivers and streams, and uh the ocean at the
coast. The canoes allowed them to travel over a vast area that-that today would take a few hours to fly over.
You see, the Native Americans made canoes of all types, for travel on small streams or on large open ocean
waters. For small streams they made narrow, maneuverable boats,

while, while larger canoes were needed for the ocean. They could travel throughout the area, only occasional-

ly having to portage, um to, to, carry the canoe over land a short distance eh to another
nearby stream. And since the canoes were so light. . .this wasn’t a difficult task.
Now, how do you think this affected their lives?

BOBLICED F AN RILB IF)N RN TEDS>TVTOIRFRICITBL DB D E T AX—ICE>T RITHE THEFRD D D L S HIAKHEE
ERENT R CHTEELT,

FATA T TRAUAUNINIPKEBREEZBENTD7-DIC. H5DDBD NI —ZED K LTz /NI TIFMED IR L P T VWAR—EED X LT,
—ABTIEENEDBREIBRAI—DUETLI R A —ZEMISE VP GAKDNINETRIMEIE R LI EHICHIX—IFETHER =D,
HLVWARITIEBRDSTEDTY,

SCCDTEDHODEFRICEDELSBREEEZFE I EBVWETH?
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Female Student
Well, if they could travel so easily over such a large area, they could trade with people from other areas. ..which | guess, would. . .lead them to form

alliances?

Female Professor

Exactly. Having an efficient means of transportation, well that helped the Iroquois to form a federation, linked by natural waterways, and this federation
expanded from uh what is now southern Canada all the way south to the Delaware River. And eh this efficiency of the birch bark canoes also made an
impression on newcomers to the area. French traders in the seventeenth century modeled their ... eh well they adopted the design of the Iroquois birch
bark canoes and they found that they could travel great distances-more than 1500 kilometers a month.

Now, besides the bark, Native Americans also used the wood of the birch tree. Eh, the young trees were used as supports for lodgings, with the
waterproof bark used as roofing. Um, branches were folded into snowshoes, and the Native American people were all adept at running, running very

fast over the snow in these uh these birch-branch snowshoes, which, if you’ve ever tried walking in snowshoes, you know isn’t easy.

FEICESTIRIEMNBREXFREFICANLIET A ODMRAKB TR ISNICBENEZT R L. COBNE REDHFLBEN ST S
DITINETHEARLELIc. COREOE THESNIAX—DMETMSIE. CORICH P> TELALBOBICHEEDEL,
THIED TSV ZADBATEIF A OAMEDOAX—ZBED. . BED EWSHTH AV ZIMD ANIZD T £ RSB TDAX—TAAIC
1500F O LOREEREZBH TETELERR LD TY,

TRIVAFERIS EEOMICEDARDESTVWEL L EVRIINEOZRELTEDN. K EORE VR IZBRME L TEDNE L.
VRO TEMEEDELTo RATA T TAUAVDARISE . COREDKTTELETHTED L2 L THRGEZENMFRETLL,
FHERBVTHEWI LD HBIABS. CNDFETHEVI LD DD ET &1,

Directions: Now answer the questions. FIREICE X TH&S!

1. What is the lecture mainly about?

“ Different kinds of trees used for building canoes
B Various methods of Native American transportation
The value of birch trees to some Native American groups

m The trading of birch wood products by Europeans in North America

1EfZ The value of birch trees to some Native American groups

RV T =R 3 ERFIDETHT " ~today we re going to focus on Iroquois and Huron peoples. . . back then their lives depended on the natural
resources the birch tree" & D % 9% Iroquois,Huronld 7 XU 1 > 71 7> DRERE T BREICIKELLEFE L TW L EDNTVET,
BEI EDELSICEELFRICS DD LV DO DERDOF O AEDET,
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Directions: Now answer the questions. FEICEZ THELS!

2. According to the professor, what characteristics of birch bark made it useful to Native Americans?

“ It repels water. B It can be eaten. It is easy to fold. m It has a rough texture.

Ef# [[Y itrepelswater. Itis easy to fold.

PV TRICIE “.. .this white bark, is waterproof,” Bizk £ @ D &9 DT\ (A) It repels water. K Z3#< C L L RIL T,
Fo  RIUTRIIE “...birch bark is pliable and very easy to bend.” (B D RZ (FHHIFX 9 < EEICHITEC LN TETB) L HBDT,
(C)Itis easyto fold. (I ICHr DT B) LRILEMKICARD £, ZZTldl “bend” & “fold” IEEEFE TIo

Directions: Now answer the questions. FEICEZ THELS!

3. Why does the professor mention French traders who arrived in the Iroquois region?

“ Toillustrate how far news of the Iroquois canoe design had traveled

B To explain the kinds of objects the Iroquois received in exchange for their canoes
To support her point about how efficient the Iroquois canoe design was

m To emphasize that the Iroquois were the first settlers in that region

1Ef# To support her point about how efficient the Iroquois canoe design was

21 FRICIE “French traders in the seventeenth century modeled their. . .eh, well they adopted the design of the Iroquois birch bark canoes
and they found that they could travel great distances—more than 1500 kilometers a month.” £ &% D &9,

DEDTZVRDBATBIE roquoisE D HX—EED AN L TAIEEICRIRNTETD LWL\S T LD DD 272D Tl lroquois® X —H
VWNIZIRDBWEHDH EWS T EICHRDET,
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Directions: Now answer the questions. FEICEZ THELS!

4. Why does the professor say this:
Female Professor The canoes allowed them to travel over a vast area that-that today
would take a few hours to fly over.

“ To show how slow canoe travel was To compare different means of travel
B To illustrate the size of a geographic area m To describe how waterways change over time

W

.

1Ef2 E To illustrate the size of a geographic area

Professorld: “The canoes allowed them to travel over a vast area that-that today would take a few hours to fly over.” £ E§2TWB LS ICHI—
TIEARBHIFZITERLTVE LIc. S TIIRITH TO BN 2 D THBER R AR E TICDVWTIRARTUVE D,

A Listening TIXZZICRZ 21T &S!

= Listening BR2I3 R OB FEETHRR T BLSBAFOER. F v/ NAATORFETHBREINTLES
" ListeningDBE DAL DIFIEDH TToReadingz 73> DL SICHIOMBEICRD Z LIETEF Ao

" Listening TIXBIBE LIS TEERADN AR EZREZUH TEEF T A EMDOFEB A E L&, HREZHIH T 378 ICabbreviations (BB8L L7z
D) EFESOHHTIHTY,
£ # = number, ex = for example, first, second, third = 1,2, 3

CEREIIRE BRI ORI T OHBEIN £ T, RYIDOER X professor’s office DIFE T 1LIE. “Why does the student go to see the
professor?” & DIZE TH1LIE. “What is the lecture mainly about?” 7 L 2 HRNBDEM ML WTT,

5 BRI DEIRERE (GRS 1B IR BB OBIREAN 520 EFERB ) ITAR Y~ Ti2- FIRZELWIEEICTEAN SRR MERZFEeHT
RETHIEBHEILEDBDET,

= Replay Questions LW\ S REEPHEBO—H N B SIEIBE TN IEM (REORK - BFREZESEETIDDHER - KREICDEF1~2/)
5 B ORERRIE30MUR T RBTINICAS AVWLSISERLELLS,

Z Dfth. ReadingD E{XRY LT KA %

@ Shadowing Reproduction
/—=HrICESYERRIEIC @ @

ESREICHTLS
XEEZ—NITOHWVT
TF1IT—>ay

BOH2\BE%E.
Shadowing DIFRH A EIC. Bk —RfELE
Reproduction%! SHCX B EERE SRR EWL- TS
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Psychology

Behavior Modification

Narrator Now read the passage from a psychology textbook. You have 45 seconds to read the passage. Begin reading now.

Reading

Individuals often modify their behavior based on what they have learned about the possible consequences of their actions. When an individual learns
through experience that a certain behavior results in pleasant consequences, that behavior is likely to be repeated. An unpleasant consequence, on
the other hand, discourages further repetition of the behavior. While behavior modification can be observed in experiments, it also occurs frequently

in everyday settings, when individuals change their behavior based on what they have learned about the consequences of that behavior.

@ Listening
Narrator

Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic in a psychology class.

Male Student

Male Student This happens all the time with kids, in schools. Say there’s a little boy or girl who’s just starting school. Well, they’re not really
used to the rules about proper behavior for a classroom, so at the beginning, they might, | don’t know, interrupt the teacher, walk around the
classroom when they’re supposed to be sitting down. You know, just misbehaving in general. OK, but what happens? Well, the teacher gets
angry with them when they act this way. They might get punished--they have to sit at their desks when everyone else is allowed to go outside
and play. And they certainly don’t like that. Soon they’ll learn that this kind of behavior gets them in trouble. They’ll also learn that when they
raise their hand to talk to the teacher and sit quietly and pay attention during class... they’re rewarded. The teacher tells them she’s proud of
them, and maybe puts little happy-face stickers on their homework. Now that their behavior gets a good reaction from the teacher, the kids

learn to always act this way in class... and not behave the way they used to.

@ Speaking

Using the example from the lecture, explain what behavior modification is and how it works.

If this were an actual test question, you would have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to record your response.
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Psychology (‘(0I2)

Using the example from the lecture, explain what behavior modification is and how it works.

F9 =AIC “behavior modification” LIFAH E WS BRICERICERBMNEN HDE T, ZCCIDU—TA> I DEA THREINTVB L E
& £ &3 & “Behavior modification occurs when individuals change their behavior because of consequences” €70 &9,

RIER T EANICTFEHIPBETOREREN BV EEDHEZ T34 ) & (RTHIDNCEATIAVEWVLSILSR) EINN5GZ5NS
EWSTEZZIL—ILICRE-TIREZEAVWTWBR EEEDNSRO SN TR FHRIEIFE D TITHZEEL KT TEREZRILELD
IBELDICHRBEIMANTVET,

HEETHAT 3L RDBHTY,

You should talk about how children learn in school that mishehaving (such as interrupting the teacher) brings punishment (such as not being allowed
to play outside). On the other hand, following the rules (such as paying attention in class) brings rewards (such as praise from the teacher). You should

add that as a result, children modify their behavior and begin to consistently behave well. This illustrates the concept of behavior modification.

Download Audio
[ﬂ BEELYYO-R

lEZ55

AE—F U BIRRDIEEEE

ehavior modification is defined as uh people’s, uh chan-people’s changing their behavior based on their experiences about the consequences of the
behaviors. And according to reading too, the patt-um, behavior modification can be observed both in experiments and in real life. The professor gives
a example of-of observation of the modification in real life about kids. First when kids first moved in school, they do not know the rules, so they do
things like, uh, walking around when they’re not supposed to or talking, uh, when teacher’s speaking. This behaviors will result in punishments like
um, the teacher’s, uh, reproaching them about how inappropriate that is. And soon-soon--soon they learn to behave better, um, because uh if they
learn to raise hands, um, and or keeps out in the class is more pleasant, teachers praise them, through this they learned, um, this behavior is better

for them.

B RDEHARH!

2EMICV) 7 CTRERDPTVELA T EBOBRREF C. AV R—2a 2 RNICHE > TEKZRIATEI TV E T EMRDONS
BHLBOET TETEACEBELEBRZHELTENDEZEZRFI BN TITLET,

7e72 L BEDERD (Tthis behaviorsl) Y&z Z5% &9 (Tlearn to raise [their] handsl) & E DD VERD DV DD B D ELTcc SNHD
RO EETFICEoTERERRHERICTIIELDDHDTIFH D F A

FI EBEOEVAIE IERICIERTHRN D DN LT (“..reproaching them about how inappropriate that is...” D & 3% ¥) . 178
EBEICDVWTOEEDNDODDP I EE T EROEREFEH EERDEMINTITVET VTV T VIV TORBIZIZIFERE
—BLTED ERICEEZELHONTVETD,



Writing Practice
FI1T12 7 DTAMERICENSS!

Humanities(A )

The Chevalier

Reading

Toward the end of his life, the Chevalier de Seingalt (1725-1798) wrote a long memoir recounting his life and adventures. The Chevalier was a somewhat
controversial figure, but since he met many famous people, including kings and writers, his memoir has become a valuable historical source about
European society in the eighteenth century. However, some critics have raised doubts about the accuracy of the memoir. They claim that the Chevalier
distorted or invented many events in the memoir to make his life seem more exciting and glamorous than it really was.

For example, in his memoir the Chevalier claims that while living in Switzerland, he was very wealthy, and it is known that he spent a great deal of
money there on parties and gambling. However, evidence has recently surfaced that the Chevalier borrowed considerable sums of money from a
Swiss merchant. Critics thus argue that if the Chevalier had really been very rich, he would not have needed to borrow money.

Critics are also skeptical about the accuracy of the conversations that the Chevalier records in the memoir between himself and the famous writer
Voltaire. No one doubts that the Chevalier and Voltaire met and conversed. However, critics complain that the memoir cannot possibly capture these
conversations accurately, because it was written many years after the conversations occurred. Critics point out that it is impossible to remember
exact phrases from extended conversations held many years earlier.

Critics have also questioned the memoir’s account of the Chevalier’s escape from a notorious prison in Venice, Italy. He claims to have escaped the
Venetian prison by using a piece of metal to make a hole in the ceiling and climbing through the roof. Critics claim that while such a daring escape
makes for enjoyable reading, it is more likely that the Chevalier’s jailers were bribed to free him. They point out that the Chevalier had a number of

politically well-connected friends in Vlenice who could have offered a bribe.

@ Listening

Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

Narrator

Female Professor

No memoir can possibly be correct in every detail, but still, the Chevalier’s memoir is pretty accurate overall and is, by and large, a reliable
historical source. Let’s look at the accuracy of the three episodes mentioned in the reading.

First, the loan from the merchant: Well, that doesn’t mean that the Chevalier was poor. Let me explain. We know that in Switzerland, the
Chevalier spent huge amounts of money on parties and on gambling. And he had wealth, but it was the kind of property you have to sell first
to get money. So, it usually took a few days to convert his assets into actual money. So, when he ran out of cash, he had to borrow some while

he was waiting for his money to arrive-but that’s not being poor!

17
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@ Listening

Second, the conversations with Voltaire: The Chevalier states in his memoir that each night, immediately after conversing with Voltaire,

Female Professor

he wrote down everything he could remember about that particular night’s conversation. Evidently, the Chevalier kept his notes of these
conversations for many years and referred to them when writing the memoir. Witnesses who lived with the Chevalier in his later life confirm
that he regularly consulted notes and journals when composing the memoir.

Third, the Chevalier’s escape from the prison in Venice: Other prisoners in that prison had even more powerful friends than he did, and none
of them were ever able to bribe their way to freedom, so bribery hardly seems likely in his case. The best evidence, though, comes from some
old Venetian government documents. They indicate that soon after the Chevalier escaped from the prison, the ceiling of his old prison room
had to be repaired. Why would they need to repair a ceiling unless he had escaped exactly as he said he did?

Toward the end of his life, the Chevalier de Seingalt (1725-1798) wrote a long memoir recounting his life and adventures. The Chevalier was a
somewhat controversial figure, but since he met many famous people, including kings and writers, his memoir has become a valuable historical
source about European society in the eighteenth century. However, some critics have raised doubts about the accuracy of the memoir. They
claim that the Chevalier distorted or invented many events in the memoir to make his life seem more exciting and glamorous than it really was.
For example, in his memoir the Chevalier claims that while living in Switzerland, he was very wealthy, and it is known that he spent a great deal
of money there on parties and gambling. However, evidence has recently surfaced that the Chevalier borrowed considerable sums of money
from a Swiss merchant. Critics thus argue that if the Chevalier had really been very rich, he would not have needed to borrow money.

Critics are also skeptical about the accuracy of the conversations that the Chevalier records in the memoir between himself and the famous
writer Voltaire. No one doubts that the Chevalier and Voltaire met and conversed. However, critics complain that the memoir cannot possibly
capture these conversations accurately, because it was written many years after the conversations occurred. Critics point out that it is
impossible to remember exact phrases from extended conversations held many years earlier.

Critics have also questioned the memoir’s account of the Chevalier’s escape from a notorious prison in Venice, Italy. He claims to have escaped
the Venetian prison by using a piece of metal to make a hole in the ceiling and climbing through the roof. Critics claim that while such a daring
escape makes for enjoyable reading, it is more likely that the Chevalier’s jailers were bribed to free him. They point out that the Chevalier had a

number of politically well-connected friends in Venice who could have offered a bribe.

Writing

Directions: Read the question below. You have 20 minutes to plan, write and revise your essay.Typically, an effective response will contain a
minimum of 150-225 words.

Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they respond to the specific points made in the reading passage.
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Chevalier’s Memoir (Chevalier®EIFEER)

COIYEATIRY—T1>TDIDDkey points EZNICKTTBERDIDDRinEEMEDHD T,

Reading

Lecture

Reading

Lecture

Reading

Lecture

the loan the Chevalier took from the Swiss merchant shows that the Chevalier wasn’t rich.
ChevalierlE 21 ZDBADSEEEEBOTVWDTEIFETIE AN o7,

the Chevalier had wealth, but it was in the form of property; he borrowed only because it took a bit of time to convert
his property to cash

ChevalierlE¥1 Z 3 F> T VD THRBCTH e\ M2 R CREZR[ B ICIZRED DD B, EDT=DICE %
1%07‘-:0

because the Chevalier’s memoir was written such a long time after the conversations with Voltaire took place, it can’t
possibly have captured the conversations accurately.
Chevalierd[aBEER I Voltaire L DREER . R VBB AME O TULVED T REDORB R E X IEREICE X TVIETH AL,

the accuracy of the conversations should be believed because the Chevalier wrote down as much as he could remember
each night directly after the conversations, and he used notes to write down his memoir
Chevalieri3 B RFEDRICREOHNE %/ — MIEZHL T TN ZEIRERICFE /D TR ERETH o1,

it’s likely the Chevalier’s friends bribed jailers to release him and that the story of about his escape from a Venetian prison
through the ceiling is fiction

Chevalier® & N IFRIFEFROEFICHEEEE LD T HITERN S H D EH TE e MOHIFEFRORFH D SIS
TcDIFEDEETH B0

there were others who had friends more powerful than the Chevalier’s friends and no bribe led to their freedom, so the
Chevalier’s exit was not due to a bribe and shortly after the Chevalier left the prison, the ceiling had to be repaired, so
this is good evidence that the story is a true one

RIFSERIC WV ftBD A & [EChevalier DR A LD HH o EREN D H o7 NICEEREZE LA\ RIFEFID S B C Ll
TERH 070 Chevalier D HIFSFAN 5 H 718 KA IJMEE S N oo CNUSRD KR FD St LI T B0
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