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Rebecca Benoit holds a B.A. and M.A. in Cultural Anthropology/Museology from
Trent University in addition to a B.Ed in TESL/TEFL from McGill University.

She taught English as a second language in Canada (Quebec) and Mexico before

coming to Japan in 1998. For the last 6 years, she has been working at the senior
high school level primarily in the area of essay instruction and listening for entrance
exams. In 2002, she began teaching elementary English (Grades 1 - 3). Her research
interests include CALL/CAI (automated assessment of writing, listening and

speaking). She can be contacted at beccabenoit@yahoo.com
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W RWERE- B ISWET, EETHMTA~5 407 0 —FI1CL, BiF &> TNEIE INRDEEE2SE T
WET, b RIAMBREFAESEL 70T 854 — ANV T TEEL THA THET,

ARNDAL TN NEEIUTHAEMEN B AGEEZFEL TLEI20, 5 RITEARIEFEFRIATT, Bl
MDA 7 \ARFEL CAERET-BIZEELNT DIDNCSECNET, 24 4 DOYBBE T 5 4, &1 19 4 THFEIC
NBDIRZ U ARENT TN, WEEED R FAEENRFELTE T OITHLNIH T, LI ThaTET
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R L CHEICAENT ), [REFE BT HELL COEETITET 5LV H e TITF AN s s
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Writing instruction in Japanese SHSs: Product & Process; Academic & Creative

e Bk L EASRFIEK L) Rebecca Benoit I B.A., M.A., B.Ed. (TESL/TEFL)

(beccabenoit@yahoo.com)

Abstract

The focus of this paper is to first highlight the importance of writing instruction in the Japanese Senior
High School curriculum in order to reflect Ministry of Education Course of Study Writing Targets, and to
prepare students for Japanese university English entrance exams (JUEEE), many of which now have free
English composition (FEC) questions. Second, a balanced curriculum including both product and
process-oriented instruction, and which allows for academic and creative forms of writing is
recommended. Third, the holistic grading scale used in the TOEFL Test of Written English (TWE)
currently used in Criterion’s e-rater is presented. Finally, steps to consider when developing a writing

program are suggested.

FRFRERIL R EFRITIITH Academic Writing F5E
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= Criterion®™ OF|H: L FLHEFEDL LR ELRDHEVIDITTIEARL EDLIRARZ AN O B hTAE
SCCHRSLDOPHGS DL, SAESLOE M LT 522 HRELT, 2O 06T, Process-oriented 72
Criterion & AT A5Z LI R THLHEE 2 F T,

Creative Writing

Bl - BE MBI IR BRI v o /S AD BB e A 03 Y B FF B ST AR ER DA AR
(Target Reader : St [ Vi AR L)

Bl AR R AL S A 3 AN R ENO/ANT: 3 FEAEDTDITER

[ Terminology]
- AHJ/ESC: FEC (Free English Composition)
« K5 AFRIEE - JUEEE  (Japan University English entrance exam)
+ Categories of teacher: JTE (Japanese Teachers of English), ALT (Assistant Language Teacher), Native
English Teacher (H [E Co&FEAE it 2 BUG LI 935 808)
- product and process oriented writing: & % AR W TUBAD T BT Iv T «TAT AL T AF )L,
(W — Tl MBI E, LLTOHBIZES, )4 B KESH T4 Tl
Process-oriented Writing 23 i % A5 TV, H ARIZEB W TIEIRZEATRJUEEE) 2 5 A
(23 H 9%&, Product-oriented D FAE SR ENKFTLEZ XL ET,
1D KEFEARICH X TR A I E ORI
@ CRHE LD B ARDOFSGEHE 78 D FE L  Product Oriented & Process Oriented Writing 0> BB |2 DU T
@ FBIRAYZ2FTAM O B 24 : Holistic vs. Discrete grading
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Introduction

In the last decade, the number of Japanese university English Entrance exams (JUEEE) with essay
questions has quadrupled'. Gilfert lists less than 20 JUEEE (Public, National and Private) with free
English composition (FEC) questions in 1987 but in 2003, the number stands at over 80 (see Tables 1 and 2
below). In 2003, over 80% of Public and National universities had FEC questions on exams, and these
questions were worth up to 20% or more. Nearly all of the top 10 Private universities also had writing

questions on their entrance exams in 2003 (Table 2).

[ Table 1. National and Public JUEEE with essay questions (1995-2003) ]

BHAE g B =T s R BiiEk i i B ST FOEE
K H g B B % ERCs h& fi] (L1 e el L
hE HERS gl FHEBE PN BE B H SR
(Fis NP eV s Ju PN A FOR THE
IR EINzU] iR HHEH KB BEEIRASE a4t i
= NG eduiise | EiREE | KREE R FOHERAL A
A EE — 1 F= 4 Fl PN FRATISL | BRI RS
B AbitmE FRE R R el I KB 2+ (Eal ST R B M
ENZIFIETRE| IR Aol | /MERER i) FOL L M

[ Table 2. Private Universities with FEC questions (1995-2003) ]
Note: Due to the number of private universities in Japan and the lack of published information readily available, this
list may not be complete. Last updated July 30", 2004.

H LR BE V5 g R .
EF'% %’ﬁ; ﬁgﬁ gg‘l:“ﬁj( E%:gf, m
B VLB DAGE RPN "

ZOIBIERERRFO AR E0HT | BIENAEZ 3T THTI2ETA, 2001 4FEEEO AGAF] H 555
DG B HFEAECOEISIIHETERIRD 20%% HDTOELT, BRIZLL FO#@Y T,
Answer one of the following:
. “How to solve Japanese High School Dropouts™
. “Why I think English is useful”
. “Compare the people of East & West Japan”
. “The meaning of the word: RESTRUCTUING”
(2001 AR MR ERIRFARBELY)

A WO DN P

BURZFFD | IR ERR O AN B IZE DI R R 2 A THIZEIA RFEARDONE
IZOWTIEE TERWEDIRFETL, Lol TEDLEITELDORFOFFEHABIEMEZRT )T [
DHHRDHINTHATNZEZ A, BEO NRAMEDNRE DI ICHESNEL,
Your essay should:

+Be a minimum of 150 words

+Be written in paragraph form

+Have at least 3 paragraphs

+Have a clear intro, body and conclusion

-Leave a space between each paragraph

+Your opinions be clearly expressed.

Explain why you wish to be a doctor. What is your motivation to study?
(2003 - RN ERRFEAGELYD)
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MEAE T ERRo SO U2 . B REE SO AREGE

I EDDENED325% Tz, ZDXH72 KZMD

HEEERXOZE L, AREFEZE ST A RFHEIZMHN B B E/E UM E RO TN EITSZVRL TS
ERWET, oF0, AROHHTELTIINEDHET =7 L CWBD TIERL, BEFEDT T Iv 7 T4

TAL T DIAZAN | R TNDENIZETT, Z<D
WIELVY . SUEICHE ANLTWHAEEN

SCTIENAR LTS, §

TWNLZERDILBHVET A, LNL, 2D
LI RFEARTIIMEIINE LT =y 7S TEY, ZIUIEH RV EF T
JE) &S A TR 72 & E T, Introduction-body-conclusion” D AKX A /L D FEDI
THUIREL THAONAEATHY, FERFPZRICBNTORLETHDHENZ D

1

AR 115 | 124 | 135 | 145 || 16 5F
Bk |15 | 21 | 18 | 18 | 24
mEke | 27 || 39 | 34 | 49 || 50
JBRA | 27 | 35 | 27 | 25 | 33
wEAH | 18 | 23 | 16 | 16 | 13
Bz | 43 | 49 | 47 | 41 || 58

On the structure of English essays

REREER EIITET+E Th2. BANSH LIS & F Shin o ThE3
SICEEE OSSOV TR TOLENSD. TN b O OiHIE R

EET TR

Introduction: about 3
senmtences. (Give some

(F=R)
GIVE
OPINION

topic). .

BT JEE T AT
FrhE | TEEE
SEDHE.
o= o
T ZELER.

i OiEFE 21T

& o

. conclude,
(E558) [E=F ]
FIHAL As aresul, ...
20% OPIHICH  In sumimary, ..
25%

In conclusion, ....

Finally,

i5E 3% O AT Firstly, Secondly, Furthermare #8 VRRALE 1 TH TR a0,

background to the theme or

g

DOTIHRUVTLEIDN,

[ e e L L e 2 A
B Academic SHS: 250 A/ Grade

RE T §= Ve oY/ANPNE YN S H AN (2

AR D DVDRIRRE DIEEIZ SN
FAERIRFOBI 2T T | ALl Koo H S ) 2 - Th o)
IRIDTAT A4 T HRED
FERER L ARSI X DEEE S T A

SAMPLE EESaYS: Do you think televizion iz good or bad?
Explain your reazons. Write no more than 60 vwords, 3L &8 2003,

Firsthy, televizion gives us many kinds of Inislditulas) about

. . and other @ Secondly, t has alot of
m such 2= mews and @ #= 3 result, we can gt

warous types of zalaWillesls and we can watching television.

In corclusion, television i good, worderful and excelent. oo

Therefore,

In my cpinion,

In oy i e,
| beliewe that,
1think that,

| dizdagres with

sometimes fight atter playing. In conelusion, it can be extremehy

dargercus and hazardoos to children. (56 words)

First(ly),
Furthermore,
In =ddition,
toreower,
For example,

Losuchas...

Joillustrate. .

Firathy) it gives us 2 lot of Such == BHEnts, today's
warld and big aedidents. Secondhy, televizion us.
fovies, cornedes and K- battles are venr

For example, dramatic
ﬁ. In addition, we Eteleu‘ision in our life. Accordinghy, inmig

opinion, televizion i good. (57 words))

Second(ly],

Sub=eguent!y,

Consegquent!y,.

Accordingly,
As = result,

Some ( te on t= unheakhy res or studies
_ Firsh;

i such as e and nEws
Secondhy, it enables us to SeEatsKinCI0=F irs Bl wrtthr and
. In conclusion, televizion is,@, and uzeful and

plays animpotart role inour life. (59 words))

ccurate informstio

In conclusion
Fimally,

To conclude,

In summary,

L=stly,

Thus,

Copy right © 2004 CIEE Japan All rights reserved.
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The combination of a steady increase in FEC exam questions, coupled with Japanese Ministry of
Education CC#RFM2%4) Course of Study listing Writing Targets (Table 3) has created a positive washback,
at least in Wakayama Prefecture, where essay instruction has been widely adopted in the English
curriculum. This is fortunate since it would be quite challenging for students to successfully answer these

questions without at least some instruction and practice (see Appendix A for sample questions).

[ Table 3. Japanese Ministry of Education Course of Study for FEC (i%ﬁﬂ"‘?’%\ )]

Retrieved and summarized by R. Benoit July 2004 from: <http://www.mext.go.jp/english/shotou/030301.htm>.

Note-taking: To take notes and write impressions, opinions, etc. about what has been listened to or read.

®  Self-expression: To write correctly about one's thoughts and feelings to the reader.
JHS | ® Responding: To write messages, letters, etc. that correctly transmit the writer's intentions to the reader.
H ®  Dictation: To write down sentences that are spoken or read aloud.
[

Self-expression: To accustom and familiarize students with writing in English and to enable them to write
about their thoughts etc. in simple English. To read stories etc. and write about one's own impressions.
SHS | ® Note-taking: To organize and write down information obtained by listening or reading, one's own ideas, etc.

=) ®  Summarizing: To write down the outline and the main points of what has been listened to or read in

accordance with the situation and the purpose

In addition to these important reasons to teach writing in SHSs, there are even more pressing grounds to
teach essay-instruction:

® [Instructing students to communicate their thoughts, ideas and opinions through various forms of

writing is one of the most satisfying forms of teaching, since both students and teachers alike can see

tangible evidence of language acquisition and progress.

®  Writing in English is an essential part of life for Japanese adults involved in academia or business,
whether it is in the form of writing reports, speeches or academic papers, or simple faxes, letters and

e-mail.

® Disseminating ideas through writing leaves a permanent record of our thoughts and can be

widely-accessible to millions (through the Internet, published papers etc).

®  Writing allows for a more balanced and equitable exchange between people who may have differing
levels of speaking or listening in English. Through writing, these exchanges can be more thoughtful

and complete because of a longer time available for reflection and equal turn-taking.

Writing Instruction in Wakayama Prefecture

At recent seminars conducted to raise awareness about the importance of including writing in the
curriculum, I was delighted to hear that most students in public schools throughout Wakayama Prefecture
receive some kind of essay instruction. Surveys done of 115' JHS — SHS teachers in July 2004 showed that
82% had done FEC activities (asking students to write a few original English sentences). The majority of
teachers explained that they had students write 5 — 6 sentences (40 — 50 words) on average five times a
year, although a small number of teachers reported asking students to write on a weekly basis. Those who
did not teach essay writing explained that the level of students at their school, or the time required for

correction made it impossible or difficult for them to include in their curriculum.
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Product-oriented & Process-oriented Writing % g 92 & | AT L <D Writing A ¥ A /L%
Process-oriented T3, D — 5T, HAD K ARKMED Product-oriented TILZ2WNTLXIH, F7z,
TOEFL I3 Product-oriented A% A /L% L5 TNDT ANTIZZRWNEIWET, ZORDEEmRAITIE, R0 :tD-’rsE
BERRENZRET, ZOINIRFEZRERHE T DEIIT —FICTAT A 7 0> T T AT Iy 772 IS
REYTHULERHVET,

772U, R¥EZBO=9IZ Product-oriented X&/f/l/@?/f?%Vﬁffﬂ“f%b’(b"(b\b\@ﬁ\ Ed
Creative-writing DXI7RBIDAZA NN ZHZ DRFRITIRNDD EVHELTLHEEI TIIHVEE A, fil 2
ST FF ST MBI A D Storybook D L9577 Creative Writing TE5TL X9, Creative Writing DU \,,\Ji\
LT B FRATONIFIIN > TUEEER T D2 HZHIENLRLTWIETT, A TEBEICAN
TESEVAHEEIL, THTIvT - TFAT 4 ZIZBNTH IR ETHY, Journal Writing <° Story responses
£ %9 CT9 L Story book DFERLSC Criterion (231757 AT 4> ZIZHRICZERH TUXEVET,

FNZBEHR LTV RIE, FAT 42 7 OFNT AT AMZDWT T, T4 T4 72T HEEITIE, T E0-T
WWNEEFHORIENR DWW TEET, ([Tabled]Z M) BARBYIZIE, EFEIHLTEDIIIZ, EZETaAS
N30, 74—R R0 LET = ZIZEDOREETT L0, SEBITEDINTDTFENRETT, —FW
WHIEDOOEDIX, ERICTA— R0 I b2 528 TT, ERE S FCHA XA/ BIISETF =
RELZHAELIZL, bBALVAGTZBRE N DI T A M EATHET,

AL, 25 10~20 EROFAICIIIE, wf?lw%ﬁﬁ,ﬁa:%%%@ﬁ% TNBEFHIH EVICH S
WDIZKIL T, ZNERASN T EETZBRRO Ty BATELALHAEL, FEHLUUEIEL T ENZ
LT LHEITIEDHYER e EBR, UNARUIAE A A& X, BIEIDOSETF =y 2163 58 Riddh E
DEAE Tl EWO L HY T, “Tournal of Second Language Writing” D #7512 h FXICF U I 72 5 MK
WHVET O T, BIFBREFOHDEZZTENZTAUREENET, Lol SUEDELEZLIZIEI DN
DN, HLIILARWEIBNNDN, V) UL TEEmN S EE A, BUEL EZ 2 0FmIFETH T
HY | FEICEDETITITH IV LR ORI A B2 5T,

Wakayama: Evaluation of Essays
Of the writing activities described above, nearly 40% were entirely devised and corrected by JTEs
(Japanese teachers of English), while 24% were done by JET Program ALTs (Japan Exchange Teaching;
Assistant Language Teachers) and 36% of activities were planned and evaluated by both ALT and JTE.
That teachers take the time to give some form of evaluation or feedback is admirable, but more troubling
is that less than 5% of those attending the seminars reported knowing the specific Ministry Writing
Targets for writing, knew little of holistic grading criteria or theory and most admitted having no

background in writing pedagogy.

There was also a considerable difference in grading methods: from end comments to letter or number
grades, simply correcting grammatical mistakes or using a more holistic approach (which considers the
value, content and strengths of the overall essay, rather than a deductive or discrete point method which
focuses more on grammar). Furthermore, none of the 90 teachers (of 115 attending) who returned surveys
reported using or knowing about recognized methods of grading such as the TOEFL Test of Written
English holistic scale (Table 4) or other writing scales published in books on EFL/ESL writing (see
Bartram & Walton, Cushing Weigle, Ferris & Hedgecock, Kroll, Leki, Reid for more on assessing writing).
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PLF @ Table4 1% TOEFL 7 Ah, Criterion @ Holistic A7 A7 —/L#£ T, AAEITHFLVRAALL T, [HFE
BHEBEERID 1L BRI ESL DR ATV EL T, E77, 427D Criterion 2 > TEW o S/ E GRS
%, FEFEORMIC A AGETHEEE T, 2O, SRAEELEFER THIGEER T TOEFL Aay 27— /L&
AL ELT, ([Table 4]2Z/8) Holistic 27— /L ORI, EMRHY BEP I EZEQATH AT
MU HIEHE L L oKD EWGHIEA TEDIDITARVET, LW IO, Holistic A7 1XFEMICERSILTE
D, EBNEDTF =y 7% L T ZEIZIDFHI A AT REIZ /20 F3, [EMEARRHIiZ T 2720128 FAXFRCHEAFE
LCHHFEIFRICHEEZF =7 LETH, ZORAE TN THIVUIIN —=2 7130 EHVEH A, Analytic FEfl
A — )L LR TH T, Holistic A7 U 7 D3N PRIZINA L BT STV LD B3 70N 2721 %
L ET, ([Contrasting Scales] 2 fR)

[HOLITSIC H.p.13] [ANALYTIC]
SCORE :
English CONTENT | Feel (5 /3)
@ | Addresses the wiiting task well.
Well organized and well developed. & IDEAS Message (5 ;‘J—i)
Clear details to support main idea and show ideas.
Displays consistent ability in the use of English. LENGTH 357m<=1 4

Demonstrates grammatical wariety and good word choice. A
. tyandg Instructions | 36 35-50 &= 2 &

5 Completes some parts of the essay better than others. Ey= 5 4
I5 generally well organized and dewveloped. 50 F+=5 &
Uses details to support the main idea ar explain an idea. )
Displays ahility in the use of English. LANGUAGE | Spelling (5 =)

Dernonstrates some grammatical variety and wide vocabulary,

Accuracy Grammar (5 )
4 | Addresses e wriing topic well enough but nof ofhers.
Is adeguately organized and developed. TOTAL On 25 &

Uses some details to suppaort main idea or idea.
Demonstrates adeguate but inconsistent akility in grammar,
tday contain some errors that sometimes ohscure meaning.

3 Inadequate organization or development.
Inapprogriate or not enough details to support or illustrate
generalizations.
An awkward choice of words or word forms.
Marry errors in sentence structure and/or usage.
2 Has serious disorganization or underdevelopment,
Has little or no detail, or irrelevant examples.
Marry Serious emors in sentence structure and grammar,
Serious problems with focus on topic,

1 May be impossible to understand.
May be undeveloped.
May contain severe and persistent writing emors.
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[Table 4. TOEFL — TWE Holistic Scale]
Originally translated into Japanese by Koyo SHS JTE Chika Nakatani, 2001. Revised translation by Japanese
Language Teacher (EFED:4), Chiben Gakuen Wakayama Manabu Yasuno 2002; edited by Kaoru Iseno, JTE 2004.

SCORE English Japanese
6 Addresses the writing task well. < AR E LT AT OB R RIS
Well organized and well developed. naTnsg
Clear details to support main idea and show ideas. < FRELD REANIEF IZEIRETHRHEIZ/2IN TS
Displays consistent ability in the use of English. &  #im07 IR AL 5729 O W Tl vl 72
Demonstrates grammatical variety and good word FIRZET BN TN
choice. < SUNE ISR R RS AURIE O AR LD
HERCPRETIC A LS b
5 Completes some parts of the essay better than <> Em A E BN T D7D ORI 23 FLE 2 SR Y
others. A=y A QAT
Is generally well organized and developed. <> PR B ML TRIR R 7RSI TN D,
Uses details to support the main idea or explain & a0 EIRAZ I T 5720 DT HIT
an idea. W2,
Displays ability in the use of English. <> SUDSTE R AR R S AUFIE SR LU O
Demonstrates some grammatical variety and wide FRRFEREICH DR EDEALR R oD,
vocabulary.
4 Addresses the writing topic well enough butnot  [{ Gz BT T 5720 ORI D —EH DRI
others. RSN TNA.
Is adequately organized and developed. < ERBLNVEIREE M I RSN TVD.
Uses some details to support main idea or idea. & #a P E IR A Z T T 572D DN DDA
Demonstrates adequate but inconsistent ability in ZETHEN TN,
grammar. < SCDEREICAE RS AL COD DS WDV TEE
May contain some errors that sometimes obscure FEOMEVWR RO, & 2 IZFEWASHY
meaning. EEDBEIR T2 > TS,
3 Inadequate organization or development. <> EmERO RS ANEY THD.
Inappropriate or not enough details to support or - F A IR A Z T 572D DI E Y H 5
illustrate generalizations. WA T2 THS.
An awkward choice of words or word forms. < AR DI HFED B L.
Many errors in sentence structure and/or usage. = HWDHILTWAHESCH EH DV NTZED W ITIZ
HREARVNZISY A WR
2 Has serious disorganization or underdevelopment. [ FREEDREBIZELEVD RS0,
Has little or no detail, or irrelevant examples. <> BIRNIFEAEDHDNTFESTLET DN TV
Many serious errors in sentence structure and VN, AR THD.
grammar. < WS TWDHESCH EHLWIEED W ITIC
Serious problems with focus on topic. HIEWHZEIZ RGNS,
< ERARDIER ISR ChHD.
1 May be impossible to understand. < BREAHE,
May be undeveloped. <> FRELO R RS,
May contain severe and persistent writing errors. & SCHEAK B D B KRR HEVDSBEIC O,

These inconsistencies make it challenging to truly evaluate the quantity, quality and types of writing

instruction and evaluation happening in this prefecture, but it does at least point to a general trend that

writing and its assessment is at least occurring. Clearly we need to provide our students with some kind of

feedback, particularly when their essays are graded by unclear methods in high-stakes university entrance

exams, but how much, when and what type of assessment to give remains open to question (Benoit 2003a).

In the latest volume of the Journal of Second Language Writing (http://www.jslw.org/), Ferris states that
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http://www.jslw.org/

“we are virtually at Square One” when it comes to the debate on whether to provide students with

grammar correction in their essays (Ferris, 2004, p.56).

Although, the best way to evaluate student writing is still uncertain, there are some established,
recognized forms of assessment available as mentioned above. While the TOEFL TWE is one of the most
well-known holistic scales for EFL and ESL students, there are others such as the Centre for Canadian
Language Benchmarks (CCLB) (http://www.language.ca/bench.html) 9-point holistic scale, and the
Ontario College of Writing Exemplars (a 4-point holistic scale). Publications produced by the CCLB are
available, free, on the Internet and include comprehensive lesson plans, sample essays at each score level
and complete descriptions of how to assess various forms of writing (there are over five reports of over 100
pages each). The Ontario College Writing Exemplars (http://www.hol.on.ca/ocwe/) have also correlated
their scale with the CCLB’s for easy comparison. These scales can provide a starting point for teachers
who want to include writing, but may not know the best way to judge essays and how to provide useful

feedback which will lead to improvements in student essays.

Steps to consider when making a writing program
Clearly the most important factor in writing programs which produce many essays requiring assessment
and or feedback is a very energetic and motivated teacher who really enjoys reading (a lot of) student
writing. However, it is possible, as I have done at both public and private schools (albeit academic) in
Wakayama Prefecture for the last seven years, to create a strong, manageable writing program in as little

as 30 minutes a week if one considers these key factors:

1. Proper and sufficient preparation (set-up of writing activities): Students must know why they are
doing the assignment, how it is of direct relevance to their lives and finally, how to succeed by viewing

samples of both strong and weak essays.

2. Relevant grading scales: Students must also understand the grading criteria before writing. Feedback
from teachers should, wherever possible, be timely (within 2 weeks) and should include follow-up
(explaining common errors, seeing successful essays) and, time-allowing, revision. Obviously, an
experienced writing teacher is a more efficient corrector and so JTEs are perhaps best for this as they
know their students far more than native speakers. Many JTEs I’ve worked with over the years stated
a lack of confidence about correcting student writing and felt that native speakers were best at doing
this. However, I strongly disagree with this since most of these public school JTEs work with ALTS,
and over 96% of these native speakers have no teaching certification or TESL/TEFL qualifications.
More importantly, they do not necessarily understand the Japanese educational or exam-context

enough to adequately assess student writing (Benoit 2003b).

3. Accountability: Essay grades should be included in a course grading structure as a form of extrinsic
motivation (if necessary) and as a reward and acknowledgement of the effort students show in their

writing.

4. Level-appropriate assignments: Assignments should suit the level of students, in addition to being
relevant to their educational goals and ideally be of interest to them (students can also assist in
creating their own assignments). Assignments should, first and foremost, prepare them for
upcoming exams and reflect Ministry of Education Course of Study.
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Product & Process (Academic): [FIBEEER (AN)EERZEMKILGSEE FAD)

In the surveys reported above, none of the teachers reported having their students revise their essays.

The students wrote the essay, it was ‘corrected’ and returned to the students again. This product-oriented
approach to writing produces very little improvement in long-term writing ability in my experience. For 7
years, I’ve corrected thousands of essays each year (teaching, on average, 400-600 students a week) and
have seen little improvement in writing ability if they are not encouraged to revise while writing and after
initial assessment. For example, students in a product-oriented writing program I initiated at Koyo SHS
from 1998 — 2001 wrote five essays a year (200 — 300 words each), but made little progress in their writing
(if one considers their holistic score as an indicator of improvement). Partially, my failure to begin a
program with process-oriented activities was dictated by the departmental focus on listening rather than
writing. Similarly, in a public school, funding for a program like Criterion is not always available. Finally,
the volume of students I taught (600) would have made it untenable to manage feedback without
automated testing of multiple drafts. Conversely, students at Chiben Gakuen Wakayama (a private
school), have the advantage of being able to use Criterion as the anchor for our process-oriented
curriculum (see Table 5), have made measurable and significant improvement in their writing (see Benoit
2003a and b for more on Criterion). Students usually begin their essays in second term with a score of 2 —
3 (of a possible 6 on the TWE scale), but finish the year with their essays (after multiple revisions) at a

score of 5.

Chiben Gakuen Wakayama pioneered the use of Version 1 Criterion in 2001 in Japan. To date, more
than 1,000 of our students have used this Internet application. In the 2002-2003 academic year, students in
our top 3 classes of Grade 11 averaged S on 6 in all ten of their Criterion TOEFL essays, while students in
our ‘lower’ classes averaged 4 on 6. Teachers feel that Criterion accounts for the tremendous improvement
and achievement attained in their writing. It provides them with instantaneous feedback and assessment
which they report as highly motivating and over 85% of students surveyed at the end of the academic

year wrote that using Criterion had been largely responsible for improving their writing.

[Table 5. Chiben Gakuen Wakayama: Writing Curriculum 2003-2004 academic year)

Product 56% Process 44%

TYPE Free Past FEC Story CROWN Criterion Storybook

writing from Responses essays TOEFL & Poems

By students JUEEEs
Number /year 20 10 3 10 8 1 & 5+
Evaluated? No Yes Yes Yes Yes No
(teacher) (self/teacher) (teacher) (e-rater)

Avg. words 60+ 80+ 100 150 310+ 100
Total words 1,200+ 800+ 300 1,500 2,500+ 500
% of program 18% 12% 4% 22% 37% 7%
Writing Type Creative Academic Creative Academic Academic Creative

Note: Minimum words/year: 6,700 7&

CITHEALTOTEZETVAIL, 6,700 FELVOETFTT, @ikl 2 AN 1R THE WS/ D04
T, T OFIDOVELE HZDLDIFHEMB N2V RETT, LTHT R TCOEXDELEZTHILILTE
FHA, FITH & 1L, Free Writing ° Journal Writing D&, 74— w273 —8HHLEH A, Story
Writing [ZBL T, /NFAEZE T REL TOET BRI HENLDE LT AIVEY A, Criterion Zfi>7cTy&
ATV F 2T LD 37%% 5O TEVNRD ORIV ET, Criterion |2 a2 —F T RET 4+ —R v
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M TETDT, Fex BEDOEK B EWHDIL Criterion TIETF =7/ SN TN 7R3 M 0 2R+ 52L T
T, LinL, ZOEELEIFE D Holistic A7 A7 — VAN ET O THRY BLEBIC/EENTEET, W
FHUCE L, Writing ZZ 2 HENIZEETIDRD DR —ZWET L ARKRITEZ HHE H 575 Writing
EIFETHHIE, Writing DB DR RN OIELZFRIZENHE TRV ENFHTEERNES, ZLTHH—
I, BAEFEOL R EST-MBEE HET 580D 28T, Fo, EEORFPARMEZ RSN D
LT BITIIA | T AT B 52 DNRB 3 DL BNET,

O JEEEEZ L C Story response 9 HZEB AIRETT, FADLGEIL, BHED—FEHRAIIL->THE
LB HEETRMERA T, TUTERZRD, ABOT TR TCBIEONBREEE L THHWET, 2
AUTAEREIC Lo TUIETHORERIELEEBNET N, — B DA O IZWFEIC DWW T3 B TELH LD
2725 TWDHEEETWET,

AN —FDLEL DO, WIESER 5| T3, B HEEFE TlX, APA (American Psychological
Association) A¥ A )V E A TEY, @K 2 FADPOEIEITEAIZEE L QVET,

W AU K FAD Writing D7 7 A TIIAEFET-HICRADP I EIZZRATZ LW HIZATHINOTE TR L ET D3,
121 20T R TCOHGET =y /R0 ET = 7 IFLERE A, Bx FCHEWVEERHRIN CTIH SIXFEFEN T
IRNATE | EBDOE RN RAVNET 2R L ES, ZAUCKVAERE B & 238 D5y % [IE R 7270 % 38
L, FEITDMNEESTONET, Fo, EPICFLE JTE DEELZLELND AELEENTWLRICEHE
THEWZFER 22 L TWET, ZAUTER IR IRV AR EZE T TEXEZFENTLESTZIZR O b
LRI T D LR LTRBIRN DT 2720 T,

%1 C. Criterion & Writing D213 L THENL DY — /LD OEDTY, ZHEWVIDY, Criterion 133015,
EH. ZL B EBERRELTAN /Ty —2 HEIIAT> TKNE T, ZOAN 7 F v —Id, LiZLbs
FELEL7ZIONCEGED | R A B HRL W ET, DD, REBEOTWUI B ARFTEO/NRILLITEI LA TT,
TI 00, Criterion ZFHTHZETANI IV F v —EELHADIENTE, FNANARETAATARSH
TERINDD AR BBAFATHHAL TOET,

[Results]

Since adopting Criterion, Chiben students have consistently ranked in the top three of schools
throughout Japan in writing on standardized tests which include essay questions. Results in Table 6 point
to the impact that process-writing using Criterion has had on their writing (compared with a

product-oriented program with JTEs correcting essays that existed before).

[Table 6. Chiben Gakuen Wakayama: Before & After adopting Criterion]
Note: numbers reported indicate Chiben percentage higher than the national average (4=/E*-#))

SUNDAI
Ranked #2 2003
(after Nada/Todaiji**)

Z-KAI National Exam
Ranked #1 2002
Ranked #2 2003

Benesse National Exam
(Feb. 2002 vs. 2003)
Ranked #3 (Fuji/Nara Chiben**)

Before After After Before Criterion After Before Criterion After
Criterion Criterion Criterion 2002 Criterion Criterion
2001 2002 2003 10.5%* 2003 Data N/A 2003
9.7% 18.9% 20.2% 13.7%* 50%

*NOTE: The scores reported for free writing are impossible to know exactly as they were reported grouped together

as #6: 6a (50% for translation) and 6b (50% for free composition)

**]ess than 50 students wrote the exams from these schools however, whereas all 258 Grade 11 students at Chiben

wrote the exam.
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At Chiben, a combination of activities including both product and process are used to prepare students
for essays on JUEEEs and for future writing. Students write well over 5,000 words a year. Clearly, the 270
students in this program produce a lot of essays for the one instructor to correct. Using clearly-defined
grading scales and a combination of self-correction, however, it takes on average 6 — 8 hours a week to

grade the essays this program produces.

Produce & Process: Creative (poems and stories)|

While academic writing should remain at the core of an exam-oriented program, students also benefit
from some creative writing. At Chiben, students write poems, story responses and storybooks. The
diamante poem form below is used for both creative expression as well as reflection on stories, books they
have read in their Japanese Language classes ([E7E), in addition to brainstorming/mind-mapping or
planning for compare and contrast essays. These poems take students about five to ten minutes and are
ideal for collecting nouns, adjectives and verbs relevant even in academic essays. This form of writing also
lends itself well to establishing a routine of revision since the form limits them to making choices and

decisions.

BERE I, R EEROR SR 1A L CHERBEDO XEAL ANV ZE7 & DT
B L2035 Creative TAT (2 7 ZiR A COVET, Bl X, EFER CRE LI Z2A | 25 ZER LD /1 TR
FOREITROANDLZEEIT>TNET,

[Diamante Poem structure and samples]

Form Kokoro (Soseki) Free Topics
e FOREST
& (1)
R, XL Green, fresh

R (2 D)

445 (3 2)

4w (2 0) REFE (%5 2 0)

B4 (3 0)

BEF Q2 D)

REFE (1 2)

Wi M5, [ED
WL, KD, e, BX
BR&T3, K35, o
T2, BRI
K

K
Unrealistic, philosophical
Weeping, dying, shouting
Lover, loser, winner, wife
Weeping, dying, shouting
Clever, weak
SENSEI

Walking, hiking, camping
Animals, fruits, disappointment, nothing
Wandering, searching, dying
Hot, thirsty
DESERT

I
Ordinary, well-known
Falling, boring, crying
Man, devil, angel, woman
Wondering, charming, loving
Unknown, special
YOU

[Stories (responses & books)]

Our Grade 11 students have the opportunity to respond to English stories they hear, and the option of
doing creative writing which has produced some excellent stories. Both of these tasks are checked only by
an audience of three (peer, family member and teacher). At the same time, since 2002, our elementary
students have shown interest in English library books, but they needed something directly targeted to
their current English ability and interests. As a result, we established a storybook project designed to
provide elementary students with level-appropriate, high interest English books, while at the same time

challenging Grade 12 students to produce a story for a wider audience (the entire elementary community).
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In January 2005, we will expand this project so that all Grade 11 students will write stories for elementary
students in Grades 1 —3.

First, SHS volunteer writers conducted an English interview with all 80 of our Grade 3 elementary
students (both classes of 40 elementary students are divided into 8 groups of five students). SHS students
asked the children their name and about their favorite color, food, sport, character etc., and this
information was included in each storybook. All 16 storybooks are written in dialogue style, with the
students as the main characters, so that the books can also be read by each group as a short “play”.

Once the SHS students had the interview information, they spent a month (in pairs or trios) writing and
illustrating the books. Lastly, all books were photographed so that SHS students could have a digital copy
of their work and so that the books could be posted on the school website (currently in progress). These
books have been tremendously successful with the Elementary students who now have eight books in their

class library which they can share during morning reading time.

[ Conclusion]

In conclusion, a balanced writing curriculum at the SHS level which includes both product (for exams)
and process-oriented assignments (to develop writing ability) can have not only an academic but also a
creative focus. Such a program should be varied, stimulating and level-appropriate if it is to produce
tangible results and considerable improvement in just a half-hour a week. In addition, the tremendous
volume of essays such a program produces requires someone who can balance practicality with the need
for feedback. Fortunately, Criterion and holistic grading scales make grading very efficient and
manageable. Finally, ensuring that students are well-prepared and understand how to succeed on

assignments makes for concrete learning and hopefully, a discovery of the joy of writing.

BRINE
[ASt T SSragch: At MnE
Ql: — MR FFEDREIT OV TEFEVLIZW O TT A, Speaking 2>5 Writing, £72#1|Z Writing 7°5
Speaking RE /1A HIZL TWDEWIBEETLIN, FEREE @Jiﬁiﬁ&ﬁLfi%ﬁﬂjb’(b‘%ob%b‘iﬁ”# ?
ALFET FAEH DY Writing X HZENETHUETHDLEVIZENEERRALIDO—DTT, ZL T, 2
'E [ 7 Writing & Speaking D BIEME T 23, 4 Afex 7LEL2—3 %%\ :0)7°I/'E“/?—“/at/0)7”: ]
DD L EEZENTHEHL 72V ET, ZD XS Writing & Speaking [ZIZEWVEIRAHO ET, EFEICRIL
TOZUE, ZLOFGEDFATAT AL =D —HE N, A —F 7 %3)7\%/& (ZER LI REE T DM A
HHEEWET, UL, Speaking 72IFIZRH LT 3EA T 5L AEEDFEBRDORE ) ZVH0720 FEISTZNE
LR TUTRDRAR0ES, Bl vay b 7~ ATo TR E "I LW T2 KO NAE T, Ll
Writing ChHIVULAELEDRENZHR b DIZETHRLTEET L, ERHIZNTHTENTEET,

BEFFRERAILE SR, A=K 7 OBV X 2T MI LBV ERF A, R<DOEBaTT, LnL,
Ordinate £1:0> Phonepass &\ ) AR —3 7 TXF@%BZ%%L TIpolzZEMBVEL T, 2O, AEBIFNR

A ‘Ejz‘l"a%k@ibflo — 7T A 50 44 CHFEORFE I 6 REE(70 7312 3#x6) LD\ =8 | Listening D%
ELRFEZROT-DITIZAD D UAT>TODHLSN, Speaklng EVIHTTRATHVER A,

i ?@fé%ﬁ%éfi (LD TUTWDWREBRIZZRD £, ARED I, BSRFBOFFELRWEENNELT,
WA TIEO LWL EEEL I LF TCELD TN ESTEEEERA TU L, LRI T F ~EE S FEL
725, Level5 (Bt FL~UL) 25 Level2 ~ 1 4 A Tl EL7ZEWH BB HDET, 20Xz, 2~3,4 B OEF
TRRESELZLICIVELDAA Y FH ANDLZENTEHDTT,
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ZDEHIZ Writing DFFRIL Speaking (ZH 7320 R 2 R T H L - TWET, iz, IREL7ZARED |
wanna~ W) IS 7 LA ESINTRSTZVU LET N, THTIvT - FAT 47 3:1/\9@73961/ X, ik
—=U T PRETHHEWNWZHERNET,

[P e 35 %A K2 : TOEFL #82% 2(5]

Q2:FAIE 5 45 TOEFL 7 AMZBI# L7220 T A% # %2 TV ET 28, Writing O 30 43 EWH I IREE O ¢, 35
EAZFLDITBHORELZLFOIO TR, EOJORIFEELZL THDDOTLIIN, o, EEITEDIDIZ
SHTWHDLDOTLIID,

A2:Process Writing |37 A7 47 #HHEL COKDIZE TUENLDAFANTZLBNET, EIZHATIZOW
TEZDINTHFEL COET, #ERFETe DN, BRI L TEHWZNELTFA T2V DNEE ZRBHECLIIIT
HAZTOWET, LEZENTNHDHEON, BODLEDZEIZOWTORUF>TLEVNRE T, HAED
MEETAL— T2 TLEITEMEL DV ET, TTNH, WITHATIZONTE X DI LFEL T
WET,

EECEL T, WATY HEOBRIIIE, MEREF 2, 5B T~ fiame LT [ &V UG
ZRETIOCE > TWET, SEXO L EMIEZBIZNNEAA THHA DI, flIREFH D 30 70305
HNCHEE T/ le DTy A 2R AR L TT RSN, BT ASTOET 2 Bekid 5 2HVEI 0?2 2L T,
FREE[RICZ &% [Firstly~ . Secondly~%E TV VET A ? Conclusion (XHVET 70> 2 JEFNTWET,

Q3:2 )2 LI Criterion 2V VED HRITIC, LEREEREIZOWTEHZ DN ERHDHENHIZETT R ?

AL HAATT, Fox BEARNZIZUS T Criterion 238 AL, O %D 77123 <IZ Criterion %

ESTZERITICOEL, RERFEENTLZ, FAEUIFT DO T, PC BROT 7 =0V IR TR

Xi@ﬁjbﬁ RANR—AD BT F 1 EHELED DI NV DN o720 | CEEIEIZOWTHZ LD
RN S DIRERE 2 RBEIC R E R T-0E LTz, TTD, FTRICTFEETRI 7 MM ENENE, 2

 Criterion DIZEITBVELT,

' N= 59 Junior High School (JHS) and 56 Senior High School (SHS) selected at random to attend the seminar; survey was
informal, anonymous surveys conducted by the author in Wakayama City and Tanabe City in early July 2004 and SCHFEM#
44 -sponsored seminars. Return rates for these surveys was over 80%.

2 All 256 of our Grade 11 students were surveyed at the end of the academic year — contact the author for more detailed
results (beccabenoit@yahoo.com).
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Appendix A. Sample Exam essay questions.

If you would like a complete catalogue of the questions from 1995 — 2003, please contact me by e-mail and I will send it to

you. (beccabenoit@yahoo.com)
Past JUEEE essay QUESTIONS

Imagine that you’re a millionaire. You want to create a foundation which will give an annual award. What
and to whom do you want to give an award? What kind of person and what kind of action/activity do you
want to reward? Give reasons and examples. X[k 2004

1. Imagine that it will take about 2 hours to commute to university from your family home. Would you rather
live at home with your family, or live close to school in an apartment alone. Explain, giving reasons and

examples.
2. Read the following Japanese speech by a mountain climbing team leader and summarize what he means or

says in about 60 words to an English-speaking exchange student who doesn’t understand Japanese and asks
you a question about his speech. FX 2004

100+

As the incredible development of both transportation and communication, the world is becoming what we call
a ‘global village’. Japanese people have more chances to communicate with people with different cultural
backgrounds. In communication, what do you think is important for Japanese people? X3k 1999

75-100

What do you think about the opinion that students will soon start studying English from elementary school?
Remember your elementary school days and write your answer giving examples. #7= fi$} 1997

100

Please tell us your key to success in the area in which you excel (photography, sports, art, music. Etc.)
FRE TS+ 1995

100

Recently, pet robots and robots in the form of humans have been invented. What kind of things would you
like a robot to do for you? Give reasons and examples. X[ 2003

70

What do you think of the expression “Honesty is the best policy?” Remember to count your words (but not
commas) and write the number of words you wrote. KP4} 2003

100

Do you think television is good or bad? Explain your reasons. /. fifF 2003

60

Write one or two English sentences, using all the following words in any form: dream, fun, future, travel. You
may use any other words you need. S 2003

40

10

Japan is rapidly becoming an aging society. In 1963, the number of people aged 100 yrs or over was
approximately 150. Now there are approximately 18,000 people in this category. What effect do you think an
aging society will have on Japan’s economy, and specifically the welfare system? T 757 2003

100+

11

Write a thank you letter to someone about a gift that they sent you. Explain why you like it and how it will

help you with examples. (20% of test grade) ##if] 2003

100+

12

Sign: “NO CELL PHONES AT SCHOOL!” Write an essay beginning with the sentence “I am
FOR/AGAINST high schools prohibiting students from carrying cell phones because...” F-fi FH 2003  18.5
cm X S lines

70

13

Some students have gone to a summer camp for two weeks. During the first week the girls get angry because
the boys seldom help them do the cleaning up after meals. What should the girls do? F#E[E 37 2003

20-30
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