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Ly H XU (BENOIT, Rebecca)

Rebecca Benoit holds a B.A. and M.A. in Cultural
%4 Anthropology/Museology from Trent University in addition to a B.Ed
in TESL/TEFL from McGill University. She taught English as a
second language in Canada (Quebec) and Mexico before coming to

Japan in  1998. For the last 5 years she has been working at the
senior high school level primarily in the area of essay instruction and listening for entrance
exams, and more recently began teaching elementary English. Her research interests
include CALL/CAI (automated assessment of writing, listening and speaking). She can be

contacted at beccabenoit@yahoo.com.
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Academic writing using Criterion®"

(CriterionMZFIB LT AT I v T « AT 4 THEIZOWT)

R BEFREAKLUSEFR WE L~y H -~V (Rebecca Benoit) &

Since adopting Criterion, our essay scores on Japanese university entrance practice exams
have been significantly higher than the national average. We attribute this to the timely and
detailed feedback Criterion offers us.

Our students once waited weeks for teachers to return essays, but now get scoring, access to
model essays and feedback analysis in less than 30 seconds. This allows teachers to circulate
in class, giving students advice when they most need it on essay coherence, drafting and
revising.

Furthermore, the error analysis feature lets us know what areas we need to review in our
grammar lessons and the Instructor Topic feature allows students to practice past exam
questions. Although these don't generate a score, students can view essays by other students in
class and revise their essays based on the feedback analysis. Criterion’s flexibility allows us to
assign double the number of essays we did before and helps our students’ writing improve
substantially.

AT ETSBAFD A T A NCE DT AT 4 7 AEREHEY —/L T % CriterionTM % i
AL TEEE, REFEARICE D 2 R CRIBICE2E Y% RIS RE H T T ET,
Criterion 3 AIZ LV . DARNFSAESCRR 2 HER A, IBHE T2 > TV 2% < ORI
S, BEEIOMRETT 4 — RNy I RGO E L, Ziuk, ZhEhics
STHELDOFENRH Y | LEERPIEEDOEMEZIT D, 7 RAA ZANRTEL LI
IRBTR ERERRNPRELSEDLY | BAEIIA AR ARG SCEREIZ DWW T OFRE ) iy
AIRBIZ 72 D £ LT,

|2, Criterion OFEFEEL LT, (=7 —43#7) BH 0 7, Tk, SUEORESCHERMEIC
OWTRETEICA RO T —2 28 LET, KEAFBEME & Criterion (Z#5# &
ATV ARWHBEREIZOWTIL, A a7 REE S VEE AN Criterion OXEAKETH D 7 1
— RV EOT AT IV - TAT 4 7 ORINNRED FEE TS, Criterion D ZFHR72
VAT AE, VETED b2 0 2L O BHEESGREAHETE, AEDT A T 1 v 7 HE
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2003 FZ D H AKEWNIZE T 5 FR2EANL., FASLRKZED 5 B K 70% 0D KEFENKFEARIZ B BERE

LERLTWET, Zhix, 1987 F0 17 K & kT 5
EMIRY OEINTH Y . FNITHBEEECSER SR
HEDTIRoToE WD T ENGD ET, T,
BERRICBI DT AT IV « TA4T 4 7 HibE
NWAREN DY | BREFRE CIIRFPARKREL T 7
DT TAT AT E RS TOET, (K 1-2 BHR)

University Entrance Ex$s

1987: 2003:
(18%) (70%)
17/95 60+/95

(=) 1
(B12) COMPARISON OF Criterion prompts and past JUEEE FEC questions
Criterion HEERRE & KFEARICE T 5 B HEAESCHERE O g
CriterionSM Japanese University Entrance Exams with FEC similar to
CriterionSM
TV programming choice
Experience or books KB 1998 & IL@nfE 1999
Money on technology IanfE 1999 & #WEMSK 1993
Playing vs. winning EH[EE 1997 & BATEZFEE 2000
Change in your school L5 1996
Environmental damage 1K 2000
Changes (21st century) BEFE 2B (A A BUR 2 ER)1999 & 1996, #F 4K 1994
Change in your hometown #F 9% 99/ 15 98/ K Bk /1 °95/2000/3L A £E 99
Reasons for university FFd 1999
Plans after graduation FI%°97 & "99, BART 2000, SR ATERSLALFELA 195
Dress code (enforcing) B4t 2000
Longer school year SLAREE96 & EE 2000
Pet care letter ABR’93 & 1K 2000
Being an adult £ 2000
Games KBr’98
Images of beauty %98
Rebellion 5598
Community Service #HE 1999
HOR T3 1996
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(B4 3)The JET Program (1992 — 2003): ALTs with TESL/teaching qualifications

Being a native speaker of English does not in any way guarantee that one knows the particular

difficulties facing EFL writers and the best way to coach or grade their essays. With few native

speakers of English in Japan qualified to teach and assess EFL writing, Criterion can be

tremendously helpful for several reasons. First, it contains a large database of writing samples

and questions. Second, it provides efficient scoring and grading criteria that native speakers may

have difficulty creating themselves. Finally, the feedback analysis and Writer’s Handbook offers

both students and teachers advice on the more important features of English essay writing.

Year | ALTs ALTs Total
reporting reporting new
TESL/TEFL | Teaching ALTs
Certificate Certification

2003 | 201 (7%) 304 (10%) 3057

2002 | 178 (6%) 314 (10%) 3093

2001 | 115 (4%) 218 (7%) 3097

2000 | 80 (3%) 104 (3%) 3096

1999 | 196 (6%) 298 (10%) 2912

1998 | 224 (7%) 350 (11%) 2955

1997 | 224 (8%) 354 (13%) 2738

1996 | 183 (8%) 307 (13%) 2426

1995 | 168 (7%) 355 (14%) 2471

1994 | 144 (7%) 302 (15%) 2072

1993 | 136 (7%) 219 (11%) 2068

1992 | 236 (13%) 268 (14%) 1888

IMPORTANT

This data is given by ALTs on their application form. Since this
information is self-reported and never verified by CLAIR/the JET
Program, some applicants may report TESL/TEFL/teaching
certification that they do not actually have.

Furthermore, the definition of “TESL/TEFL/teaching” certification is
unclear and may include applicants who have taken a one-week
course, to a full M.A./M.Ed. in TESL/TEFL (Huw Oliphant, Ministry
of Education).

The data on the left represents:

“ALTs still on the Programme and do not reflect the total number of
ALTs with teaching qualifications who have not renewed their
contracts. In addition, the data is valid at the time of application and
does not reflect the percentage of ALTs who either gain qualifications
between application and acceptance, and/or who earn those
qualifications during their tenure on the Programme” (Finkle, 2003).

This said, it is probably fair to say that the majority of ALTs do not
have the time (since they are working full time) or interest to pursue

long-distance teaching/TEFL certification while on the JET Program.

1992-1999 data provided by Norman Eaton (n-eaton@clair.or.jp) CLAIR employee. Electronic letter to
Rebecca Benoit, December 9", 1999.
2000 — 2003 data provided by Nicola Finkle (n-finkle@clair.or.jp) CLAIR employee. Electronic letter to
Rebecca Benoit, July 2", 2003.

The author thanks Huw Oliphant of the Ministry of Education for his help in interpreting this data.
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(X 4) (¥ 5)
How Chiben uses Criterionsv Chiben’s writing curriculum
[ L
_ - ? - writing = typing practicep

. 2001 — 2003: 4(_)0 Crlt(j:‘rl_on acems instruction - Typingmaster 2002
. _.?,_1: all 260.Atyping training _ (twice/month)
e =2: all 260 A « Free writing (20+)= Criterion instruction

—write 10 TOEFL essays per year = Story responses
« =3: 100\ advanced students (5+) - C”tef.on (TOEFL)

. Y i ractice
—write 15+ essays (College and other ggf)EE practice p_using awice/month
+ 13 17 H
levels + “Instructor” topics) « CRITERION (10
TOEFL)

Z DA, AL TIX Criterion 2k D X 2 2 HRICHFIH L TWET,
DAssessment Tool (FEAf Y — /L)
Test, quizzes, yearly exams
Course placement
@Diagnostic tool for grammar (3T 7)
Checking comprehension vs. production
Which grammar tests need reviewing@Composition writing course (B FHZE{ESC 22— R)
Custom-topic essays
HW assignments
Entrance exam practice
TOEFL Test of Written English (TWE) prep
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(X 6)

(X 6 ZMH)

(E 7)

2002 2003
JTE + NET JTE+ NET
some FEC Criterion
instruction instruction
10.5% 13.7%
YA
=N

Z-KAI (Nov. 2002): % higher than

national average (£ E¥14)
JTE (little FEC instruction) (ZOOOP
8.3%

JTE + NET (some FEC instruction) (2001)
9.7%

JTE + NET (Criterion instruction) (2002)
18.9%
RANKED #1 in JAPAN
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This article is available in Japanese online on the TOEFL® Mail Magazine Vol.18.
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(http!//www.cieej.or.jp/Toefl/mailmagazine/mm18/)

Essay writing instruction in Japan

Academic writing is challenging to teach in Japan, and SHS specifically, for several
reasons. A significant factor is class size (40 students or more), which makes personalized
assistance difficult or even impossible. Furthermore, grading essays takes considerable
time, particularly when hundreds of students (and thousands of their essays) are

involved.

More importantly, people qualified to grade essays are in short supply. Many Japanese
teachers of English (JTEs) I've worked with since 1998 feel the task of checking
open-ended responses in English is better done by native English speakers (NESs).
However, they are not necessarily certified English teachers (NETs), and may not have
training specific to assessing EFL writing (for more on assessing writing see Cushing
Weigle 2002). For example, according to Finkle, less than 7% of assistant language
teachers on the JET program, one of the largest recruiters of native English speakers in
Japan had TESL or TEFL qualifications in 2003. Further adding to this problem, the JET
program is attracting “some people with no talent for teaching and little real interest in
Japan" (Ota 1997) and this situation is bound to increase with rising numbers of ALTs

being recruited to assist with elementary English instruction.

Finally, there is often not enough time in the week to devote specifically to (academic)
writing instruction and practice due to a focus placed on reading, grammar and listening.
Consequently, ‘free English writing’ instruction is often neglected, despite Ministry of
Education recommendations to implement communicative writing in the revised English
curriculum. An additional problem instructors face is that the Ministry of Education list
of approved textbooks does not include any books specific to the teaching of free writing.
Some approved grammar books may contain brief sections on essay instruction, but these
can give students “misleading advice on grammatical, stylistic, and rhetorical features”

and tend to “underplay letter writing and summaries” (Ross, 2002).

Despite these problems, it certainly is possible to give students composition instruction if
teachers can set aside at least 2 hours a month. Those who lack EFL essay grading
experience or curriculum building can make use of Criterion, an Internet application

which gives detailed feedback and scoring, in addition to model essays at all score levels


http://www.cieej.or.jp/Toefl/mailmagazine/mm18/

on over 100 questions within 30 seconds of submitting their essays. Our second grade
students work on 10 TOEFL questions using Criterion a year and these feedback features

allow them to make significant improvements on their essays within class.

Chiben Gakuen Wakayama: a sample composition curriculum

Chiben’s composition curriculum combines instruction and typing practice, followed by 10
sessions of computer practice using Criterion. Over 95% of our students were able to
answer free English composition questions so successfully on national practice exams
held by Z-KAI and Benessee (designed to mimic Japanese university English entrance
exams, or JUEEESs), that they significantly exceeded the national average on both of
these tests (see Figures 1 and 2). As a result, Criterion is now the anchor of our
composition program (which also includes free writing, story summarizing, and

answering past exam questions).

Free Writing

Our students practice 10-minute free writing sessions on a weekly basis to build writing
fluency and speed (on topics they write themselves). In the second and third terms, we
extend this practice to include dialogue journaling (students exchanged their writing,
read and write comments to their partners). Students keep a writing log where they
record the topic and number of words written in ten minutes; the target speed we
encourage is 70 — 90 words in ten minutes. Teachers do not grade free writing, but do
circulate and make general comments about grammar or content difficulties observed

once students have finished writing.

Story Response
After listening to a simple (and heart-warming) English story once for five to ten minutes,
students answer the following questions:

1. How did the story make you feel?

2. What is the message of the story?
Over the course of the year, these questions never change, so the students feel quite
comfortable with this kind of writing task and it helps to build their extensive listening
tolerance while working on their summarizing skills. Teachers grade these stories (we do
about 7 stories a year) and students are encouraged to study the grading scale prior to
writing so they are aware of how they will be assessed. The instructions change from time
to time to reflect the style found on JUEEESs such as, “Write about 60 words”; “Write 2 — 3
paragraphs”; “Write at least 80 words”; “Write 250 — 300 words” etc. Since there is a 20%
penalty for not following these length requirements, students learn to read the question

and instructions carefully.



Past JUEEE questions

On term exams and mock exams held by companies like ZKAI, SUNDAI or Benesee, our
students are graded on free English composition for timed-essay practice. We also give
them at least five past JUEEE questions to practice in class over the course of the year.

Teachers or companies grade these mini-essays, but students do not revise their work.

CriterionSM

While these forms of paper instruction have certainly helped our students to improve
their writing, by far the most significant improvement in our results has been the
adoption of Criterion by ETS. Our ‘paper’ instruction is product-oriented; students write
their essay and it is then assessed and returned, but there is no follow-up or revision.

Therefore, students don’t polish their writing with these kinds of tasks in our program.

Criterion essays on the other hand, give our students the process-oriented approach to
writing that ESL/EFL pedagogy advocates (see Reid, Kroll, Leki, Ferris & Hedgecock).
Teachers circulate in the classroom, giving students advice and direction as they draft,
write and revise. Since we have two teachers in the class, it is possible to conference
individually with all of our fifty students in a 70-minute session (for a more detailed

account of our composition program and results, see Benoit, 2003).

While Criterion has been a welcome addition to our program, there may be some in the
field of composition instruction who doubt the usefulness of automated writing
assessment. A recent review of Criterion by Faculty Shack describes some of the

shortcomings that teachers may have about this application:

“...beyond being an extended grammar checker and a very impressive database for
student work including recording grammar trends in their writing, the program's
helpfulness in correcting work is pretty limited.” (Faculty Shack, 2003; see Powers for

more on tricking e-rater).

Unfortunately, Faculty Shack based their assessment of Criterion on one-time use by a
group of teachers, not with actual students. For the last two years, I've read and
evaluated over 5,000 Criterion-graded essays and, although not a trained ETS faculty
reader, I rarely disagree with the grades, feedback advice on grammar, spelling or
organization the application provides. Contrary to their findings, Criterion has been
exceedingly helpful to our teachers because we no longer have to spend hours correcting
surface errors and can instead spend our time giving students rhetorical or content-based
advice. Although it is true that the system is not able to detect flaws in logic, off-topic

essays are flagged with advisories (students are not assigned a score and are instructed to
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seek the advice of their teacher). Despite the fact I rarely disagree with Criterion’s advice,
it is still critical for teachers to teach students about English composition before using the
application and support them throughout their writing. Students sometimes get
frustrated when they don’t quite understand how to improve their writing and this is why

teachers are essential when using Criterion.

The debate surrounding computer-assisted grading will continue to play an important
role in encouraging programmers and educators to develop more reliable systems. At
Chiben, once our students have a basic foundation in writing, we believe that Criterion
provides the practice, timely feedback and advice they need to significantly improve their
English essays. Ideally, more teachers using Criterion will contribute their research
findings in the coming years and share information about how to make the best use of

this application.

Figure 1. Numbers indicate Chiben’s percentage above national average (for 261 grade 2 students)
Z-KAIl Exam: Free English composition question

November 2000 November 2001 November 2002
JTE NET & JTE NET & JTE
Paper instruction Paper instruction Paper & Criterion instruction
8.3% 9.7% 18.9%
Figure 2. Numbers indicate Chiben’s percentage above national average (for 261 grade 2 students)
Benesee Exam: Free English composition question
February 2002 February 2003
NET & JTE NET & JTE
Paper instruction Paper & Criterion instruction
10.5% 13.7%
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SAMPLE LESSON PLANS FOR USING Criterion®"

Computer classes should be supplemented with basic in-class composition

instruction  (introduction/body/conclusion/supporting examples/ differences
between English and their L1 rhetorical styles, etc.) and typing training for

students new to using computers.

NECESSARY MATERIALS:
one computer/student with constant Internet access (for Criterion);
Any Web browser; downloaded version of the TypingMaster 2002 demo (free from

www.typingmaster.com/).

Microsoft Word (with spell/grammar check activated) for drafting essays.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:

Ideally, a computer projection system helps in the explanation phase of the lesson:
be sure to give instructions at the beginning of class as it can be tough to get
students to listen once they’re all working.

Class | Program & Activities NOTE
Typing Master 2002 — Session 1 ®  Basic home row positioning
® Lesson 1; skip the games until the end | ®  Sitting up straight
of the computer session (for the last5 — | ®  Wrist position: not resting on anything
10 minutes). ® Use games as a reward — otherwise some
students can lose their study focus.
® Encourage students to watch the monitor and
not their hands
Typing Master 2002 — Session 2 ®  Basic home row review 1.1 & 1.3
Lesson 2, again skip the games until the end | ®  Importance of speed vs. accuracy (some
of the computer session (for the last 5 — 10 Japanese students use the backspace key
minutes). constantly, explain that in regular typing, they
® Customize a typing test (a short JUEE can always correct mistakes later with spell
model answer using English expository checks — but in training they should
essay style) concentrate on speed and memorizing key
position.
Typing Master 2002 — Session 3 ® Basic home row review 1.1 & 2.1 (if your
Lesson 3, again skip the games until the end classes are close together, you might not need
of the computer session (for the last 5 — 10 to use this review)
minutes). ® Importance of speed: set a goal of 15 — 25
® Customize a new typing test (a short wpm. After 3 sessions, even the slowest
JUEE model answer using English typists can do about 12 wpm.
expository essay style)

12
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Criterion: Session 1 ® Registration process: be sure to have a

Registration and input of first essay. projection system of some kind, or paper back

Choose a question from the Criterion bank up so that students can follow along

and prepare a homework sheet for students | ®  Make them write their log in names/passwords

to do. Some students find it tough to in their course textbooks

compose on computer; paper HW ensures | ®  Make sure the password is no longer than 3

they come to class prepared and can allow characters (for sake of simplicity)

the teacher to give extra hints as each class | ®  Don’t overwhelm students with description of

requires. features at this point — they can explore the
program in stages once they’ve typed their
first essay.

Criterion: Session 2 ® Teach students how to view your comments

1. View instructor comments on their essays

2. Input of second essay. OR ® Demonstrate use of Microsoft Word thesaurus

3. Revision of Essay 1 based on instructor feature (SHIFT + F7) and show students how

comments OR to use various features within Criterion (model

(time allowing) both 2. & 3. essays; grammar/writing styles etc).

Criterion: Session 3 ® Teach students how to respond to your

1. View instructor comments

2. Input of third essay OR

3. Revision of Essay 1 &/or 2 based on
instructor comments OR

(time allowing) both 2. & 3.

comments and use the comment history
feature

13




SAMPLE STUDENT HANDOUT

NOTE: Make sure students write their names and passwords (so they don’t forget) on the HW.

LESSON 3, CRITERION DRAFT

Name romajii Class Student DUE DATE Criterion Criterion
Number “login” password
CHOOSE ONE OF THESE!
MONEY AND SUCCESS NEW PRODUCT
Do you agree or disagree with the following If you could invent something new, what product

statement?
Only people who earn a lot of money are successful.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

would you develop?
Use specific details to explain why this invention is
needed.

Use a variety of vocabulary!

The wealthy; the rich/successful/powerful
Those with financial resources, the financial elite

The less fortunate, the poor, those with less access to
money, education, power

Creation, invention, discovery, development, device,
technology

Will improve/contribute to making society/culture
more advanced; is necessary,

Sample INTRODUCTIONS and CONCLUSIONS!

INTRODUCTIONS

CONCLUSIONS

I disagree/agree with concept for several reasons. The
may be blessed with abundant ,
and , however they lack in

several important qualities. Firstly, ....

In conclusion, this essay has illustrated that |
disagree/agree with the idea that only the wealthy are
successful. Success can be defined in a number of
ways which this essay has illustrated. Finally, | firmly
believe that people are truly successful.

If | could invent a new product, | would create a
for a number of reasons. This invention

would significantly improve the lives of millions of

people around the world. Firstly, it would....

In conclusion, the creation of the device | propose
would truly be useful to for all the reasons
listed above. The invention | would develop would
lead to other wonderful discoveries which would, in
turn, improve society and cultures everywhere.

NOTE: These “hints” help to get students started — particularly those with less ability or confidence. Students in

the early part of the year also have difficulty writing longer introductions and conclusions, so | give them

samples (about 30% of the students use these samples, the others write their own).
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Since nearly all students have difficulty with “repetition of words”, | give them a vocabulary ‘bank’ and
encourage them to use the SHIFT + F7 (thesaurus) feature in Microsoft Word. The students really love

exploring the new vocabulary and again it’s a good tool for beginning level writers.

(Put your introduction here)

Firstly,
Secondly,

Thirdly,

Furthermore,

In addition,

In conclusion,

NOTE: The worksheet above helps to remind them at the start of the year to use these key words in their
paragraphs. Later in the year, we eliminate this part of the worksheet and students have to rely more upon
their past experience.
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PAEDTyEAHBRY T A, B(EK 2 4E4)

STUDENT SAMPLES A & B (2" grade students writing & revising writing class time)

VERSION 1

VERSION 2

STUDENT A: Score: 1 (sent 11:26 PM)

If I could make one important change in a school
that | attened, | wanted a store in my school that |
attended. Because it is very convenient for us to
buy what we wanted at that time. For example,
after physical education or after club actibity,
when we got thirsty or got hungry if there were a
store such a time, we could buy some drink or
food.

this is why | wanted to have a store in my
school. (81 words)

Score: 2 (sent 11:41 PM)

If | could make one important change in a school
that | attended, | wanted a store in my school that
| attended. Because it is very convenient for us to
buy what we wanted at that time. For example,
after physical education or after club activity,
when we got thirsty or got hungry if there were a
store such a time, we could buy some drink or
food.

This is why | wanted to have a store in my
school. (81 words)

STUDENT B: Score: 0 (sent 11:36 PM)

If 1 could make one important change that |
attended, | wanted my school to make a baseball
club. If there is a basebsll club, I will join the
baseball club. And I will practice very hard in
order to be a good shortstop player. (45 words)

Score: 1 (sent 11:44 PM)

If 1 could make one important change that |
attended, | wanted my school to make a baseball
club. If there is a basebsll club, I will join the
baseball club. And I will practice very hard in order
to be a good shortstop player. The reason which |
want to be a shortstop player is that | think a
shortstop player is smart. This is why | want my
school to make a baseball club. (76 words)
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FAEDTBA YLV C (B 2 F4)

STUDENT SAMPLE C  (2nd grade student)

Without Criterion, people like STUDENT C would never be sufficiently challenged to reach their true
writing potential. Since TOEFL questions were too easy for her, | assigned several university level

placement questions designed for native speakers of English.

ESSAY 1: TOEFL. 8 Submissions, final score of 6/6

| disagree for the statement "There is nothing that young people can teach older people" . If it is true, there
must have been no progress or change is history and society. In a sense, it is true that improvements have

been born of conflicts between the young and the old. I will show several reasons in the following essays.

Firstly, generally speaking, young people are more sensitive to the stream than older people. Therefore
young people hit upon up-to-the-minute ideas that are suited for new situations, and they can tell them to
older people. For example, now there are many venture businesses undertook by young people. They have
less experience than old people, but that makes them more creative, and helps them to make new

technologies faster.

Secondly, it's easier for the young to have good conceptions because they are less conventional than the
old. Conventions prevent older people from thinking freshly and flexibly. A good example is, | think, the
World Cup Soccer in 2002. Still now, older people are apt to have bad feelings to Koreans, also older
Koreans tend to have it to us. It is very sad thing. However, in 2002, we Japanese and Koreans succeeded in

holding World Cup. | think this owes to young power, at least, partly.

Thirdly, the young are less prejudiced than the old. The longer human beings live, the more prejudice we
can have. Such preconceived ideas may keep the old from being creative and positive. As a result, young
people can get rid of them from older people. | heard that in certain car company that is very big, opinions
between its head and its young technicians became different, and in the end, the young turned out to be
better.

Furthermore, the young are full of energy. The power of youth can enable them to display their capacity to
the full. In this point, the young surpass older people. For example, Confucius said, "Why can we older

people say the young are behind? We should respect them."

In conclusion, there are many things we the young can teach older people. However, the experiences of

older people and the lessons from them are still useful and precious.
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I have been told by my grandmother that many maxims that range over various topics such as food,
cooking, lifestyle, and human relations. They will be useful in my whole life. Therefore it is important to
unite the new ideas of young people and the wisdom of the old in order to contribute to progress of human
beings.

(426 words)

ESSAY 2: College Year 1: 12 submissions; final score of 6/6

Being an adult means basically to be able to fulfill one's duty and to be responsible for what one has
done, | think. For many children including me, to become adult is a fascinating thing, while we should
know it is very difficult. In the following essay I'll show some specific examples and illustrations.

First, in Japan, people are regarded as "adults" when they become 20 years old, but it is said that
there are more and more young people who cannot become adult mentally though they are supposed to
have already become adult. This is a big problem in Japan. A decline in the population of children
speeds up this tendency.

Generally, children are supported and protected by their parents. It's of course one of the children's rights.
However grownups have complete freedom, in other words, have to live their own life making their own
decisions with all responsibilities and duty. We can't expect parents' protection any more. Even if a person
is an adult in chronological age, depending on his or her parents mentally and economically without any
efforts to become independent, he or she is still a child. In Japan, for example, there are many people who

are called "parasite singles". They rely on their parents completely.

Basically, an adult must be responsible for his or her acts. People have liberty, and liberty accompanies
responsibility. This not only means being an adult but also is the basics of democratic countries. It is natural
that individuals have to take the blame for all their behavior. However many people, even some
middle-aged people, don't understand this. It seems unavoidable that the young come to have fewer morals
because we can't say the quality of grownups is high enough to become the model for young people.

Therefore it is important for people to do the right things with faith, and to do justice to themselves.

Furthermore, even though a person may be economically and mentally independent, not being responsible
for the society he or she belongs to, he or she isn't a mature person. Any kind of contribution to our society
is necessary for adults. We live in the society and it assures us convenience, support and many rights.

Therefore an adult should think about public benefit as well as his or her profit. It is one of our duties.

Such natural things aren't understood enough in Japan. For example, many people are indifferent to politics.

\oting is an adult's right, but there are not so many people who exercise it properly. Moreover, adults need
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to have kindness to other people, even if they are in a hard situation. It is natural that young children often
have selfishness. Usually as they grow up, they learn kindness and sympathy by the time they become
grownups. Sadly, it seems however that there are more and more people who have little regard for others.
Such people far from adults even if they are over 20 years old. Generosity is also necessary thing.
Sometimes it's hard to be generous to other people, but if one is an adult, he or she at least can make effort

to become generous.

In addition, there are many things we don't want to do. However an adult have to do them if they are
what he or she should do. In a novel "A DAY NO PIGS WOULD DIE" represents that adults have to face
straight the truth however heavy it may be, and it's not the problem whether one can do it or not, so we
must do it. Its hero grows up prematurely because of having to kill his beloved pet and he survives the
death of his father. The sentence that "To become an adult is to do what we must do™ is a direct expression
that describes adults' duty.

Over all, being an adult is to have an ability to do what we should do. It involves being independent,
performing duty, taking responsibility, having generosity, and contributing to the society. Being kind to
others is essentially a natural thing. There are many people who remain perpetual children and never
mature or cannot become adults and are indifferent to public things in this modern society. They have to
take matters seriously and improve themselves. Of course it is necessary for the middle-aged to become
more conscious of the significance of their behavior. Now that I realize what I should do, I will make

efforts to become a real adult earlier. (745 words)

19



TATIvT « TAT 4 7THREIZOWNT

W7 [UERLR ST B — = S AR #HE HY EFK

WAL HFES — @B PRI PRI 1 7 T AT OHEER O 7 7 ANH 0 | FAXHIE 3F4ED
FAEXOREZ VEND SFEETHY L TEE L, YRR X 1HFERO T555E—%) GA 1),
2« 3RO THRFELRH) (M 20]) TY, [HEE—Kk] ORE TITEERHEARECI/E OIS
W, [EFEREBL ORETIILY GERFEELDOEZ HIZOWTHEEL TV ET,

1AERERTIZ R D BRI @SR O LRy 1« RUTBERT AT 4V TIREY — 1L Th
% Criterion™ ZEH LT\ Z L &M E £ Lz, RIFRLBE S THIWEE - TV, CIEE
TOEFL #HH¥H O OFEFEHENIT A —V 7 U A MIRT 077 ARFEN SN TW=DE AT
BAERDE LT,

4 [aliX Criterion £ Z &0, DR OEFER 7 7 ZCBT DT A T 4 v FHREIFIEE P RER
Wiz LET,

1. 947 4V 7THREIZT B EARN R

TAT 4 U THREICT D AN EZ FE LT, TSI EELZLEER L TVET,
FHCED, FELZEEERERDRLST LA FETHELES, WEEITER L LTRA, £
FTIEEDOEMES LYV NFEZEMEL £,

FREMRABRAR L E2ED40~5 00 v A MMEEZHBEL £, AL T, RoxHE
STLTWE LR, BIERA T 4 7T A — I —OAERERE T (ALT) ICBFEV L TWET,
HET 5 FE Y 7 1E TOEFLOD A —L—T 0 My ZHEMNLBIR L0 | BERPAROME
FEAMALED 7202800 E7,

2. FHEIRE

1K

Journal Writing (4 H~1A)

N :

1THFERTITETHRZENEDLZ OO E L, FAAS T A U DRI 7 BFE T REE:
JEIZZML, £ CIAT 47 0O—RELTHREZZEEE L, L LAEARMEOEZ G
LT N 72DT, ZOZ EEEAICTFRD L, [ToLEBENTND LA THEWEETIET
XDHEERD] EVWIHIT RS RELELWVE L, YRFIEUONEFATLEDR, RN TE
NBARETHDLZERERLE Le, THIERREHIRO—DOFIETHH Y. BHDEEID
HE KB Z SB-ho DO TRETITY) Z LI LE L,
AFIISUEMRBEVERRB L TL OV E WO RELR D -2 LBV ETA, Z OB TIX
SCERRREWE W NELZEHR L E L, SUEMZRBEVWORMIIT v 4 —J7 14 0 20<Iice &

20



OFE LT, FKESAECIEZHEL LTWHOT, EMFEBRIICIL AL ZF Vo &S
Oxg L LE LT,

R

AN 2 AIZEVWZbD L 4 AIZENZb0 LD L EBELEIHEIANALEZEIZRY, HL
MR RSN FET, (BEQ) [MZ2ZEF XDV ONbNLRWAEREIZIE, Py 7 2IRELE
Lz, (BE@) WAWALRANFIZONWTENT NEzb b EMHET, FEOZ L2 —FM-T
WADDITHFEEND LRV LS5 TnE Lz, R0 UENIZE LW E ) MRz %
DTHZTHRLDEWIAEFELWE LT,

KAESE LTI, ALT O%EAEICRTH S

Journal £fED AR

ST I o &SN U S B0 E G KL "
N . Mot= ELhof=

WX D2 ENTEENLLARNEWN —— ¥ 13%
5z &TT, gtz

Journal Writing IZB89-% 7 7 — MR 8
ERLE, BLnolz) Lo EENRE
<, UL pdvotz) EEZIAEDH
I ARZHE Y NIRRT e 595
SBAMBBH -, 2JHMIC 4 =T & 34 Tl
QN AN Y TO a2%

UL W0 Lk ) T,
(BR®) (K1) (1)

E-mail exchange
NE

BEEE—MY) ORETEFRIMARD L Z L HELE LTV DDOT, A OEEL e-mail 1285
RiiaiRBELIZ, 6 A~TADO Ly HRIZT AV W EZFa—2A0&EE, 258 (9H~2H)
\ZIX7 7 ADO@EEFROAELE L e-mail 22TV E L7z, 24U teachers.com &) 7 = 7
A N TR AEEEOFRNCE S T L ooy T RAERDOT, M H DAL a vy veko
TR FE LTz,

SR

T AU DOEZBEDLFEIZIZAT VITRANVIANH D HOD, AEITAFICBEAL THLT ¥ —
avZEZTIED, HLWERE LD LCIEFICELATHE L,

7T v ADEEER E O E-mail 2B TITERIFL) DRI AETTOZ L ED My 7 B 52
Tl BRI I I 252060 0ENo7289 TR, KFOPFIZIT ME Yy 7 0837320 E
IMBNEZEoTWERELWE LT,

AT CHRGETFEE THOEICK > THIER DEITRBE AT 0NE ) Z LR &, HEE ) 55
o TWAERENFGELZF - TCala=r—val ZRODIZRLVWEEST-LH> T, 7

21



Y= T BA% DAEFENE Lo Te L E X TVET,

EEO~®
(B 2) E-mail £ fE D &8
HFEYEL # <A
{Hitnot= AL
3% -
0%
(IZI 2) /S\’.)a
13%
ELH >l
55%
BREL
Essay / Short Story 75‘23{:

HIRDDOEETIE3 DD My 7 OHf)nG—D
%8 A, C Essay & 72 (% Short Story &2 F L7z,

BERBOBREH M 7

1) Write a love story in which you are one of the lovers.

2) Write your own story (not Soseki Natsume’s) starting with these words “I am a cat.”

3) Think about something that most other people dislike. Write a short composition on why you think

that they are wrong in disliking it.
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BH@ journal ZRPB My 78 (AEERFTYMED)

1. Your favorite junior high school teacher

2. What you will do in your next vacation

3. Your favorite shop or restaurant

4. Your favorite sports team

5. Your strong and weak points

6. The coldest day you remember

7. What do you think Japan’s position in the world should be?
8. How do you feel about nuclear power and nuclear weapons?
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TEHED essay Xi% short story £FEOIERF (1 4R

2). Think aboud -
Notto” S __ _
T thank many peopl dislike wolfs. Bt wost of

my M ke mT'fh’grobqlo\?f
LTO ' I Whtl[ 'ﬂﬁ\f’\.- .\Nk\, "\.Q.-HD \|S‘ .i‘\li[ CLTS'“‘["E({ L‘}{

- -
T think  one oF the weasow T nottos shekiness .
NetTo o Thekiness s wery crazy,Tikink . Buf 1
wos  heard fhat 7F youw  Con MIx _n&go abeuw
300 Times . wodites shickiness ir olear. & I
fried fhrs, but fhaf ?S‘%L im

T 1wk onsfher voosers te nath’s bad smell.
MatTo’s smwell s cm2y,1ﬂ(tm¥ Bul Pkobc\‘p[\/
There are many i%wk.ck have bad sme ! Tpore
thow w%ﬁq\& it you can feem 'Hﬂofl’

ou are uble fo el wpeffs .

Natto s weby wmace.

Tthowk  lasT \er:L&‘ow s i‘npp‘ij A DN .?Q'f
wot hinp wfe wdTo . the noffo is bad .

WEHUTD

o 3T youl pof &nme-'fhznj oo watfo, Ahe watto
S &mlie?ﬁm&“ . P Qxa.wpf% \ ltﬁlﬁ P ij , "fur‘ll@—ulre.
NMotto with furrkake is tery delictsus . You chould |
‘fry o , e R
Natte 1o j’Dtm[ For }\eo\ . Ithonk Qveky one
had befter @b wactte . 1 fike noffe/ (9 1703)
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HE® essay Xid short story EEDERS] (14ERE) (2) - error 3 {8F+TARE

General English
Writing Project #4
1-8, No.
September 3, 2001
Natto

I think many people dislike natto. But most of my classmates like
natto, probably. So, I will think of “ why natto is disliked by everyone.”

I think one of the reasons is natto’s stickiness. Natto’s stickness is
very crazy, I think, But I heard that if you can mix natto al:tout 300
times, natto's stickness is cleared. So I tried this, but thatis a lie. I
was shocked. Ithink another reason is natto’s bad smell. Natto's
smell is erazy, I think. But probably there are many things that have
worse smell than natto in the world. So if you can understand that, you
are able to eat natto. '

Natto i3 very nice.

I think a last reason is topping. If you get nothing into natto, the
natto is bad. So if you put something into natto, the natto is delicious.
For example, leek, egg, furikake. Natto with furikake is very delicious.
You should try it.

Natto is good for the health. I think everyone should eat natto. I
like nattol! {about 170 words)
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(BEED, ®, @PME) essay Xit short story @ by 7
(1) Write a love story in which you are one of the lovers
(2) Write your own story (not Soseki Natsume’ s) starting with these words: “I am a cat.”
(3) Think about something that most other people dislike. Write a short composition on
why you think that they are wrong in disliking it.

EHED essay XX short story £ZEDERF (1) (3)

General Engiish
Writing Progect#4
1-8.No.
September 3 2001

| am a cat

{ am a cot. But | hove a great name, Jun. This great nome wos given by my master .
Oaisuke.

Daisuke is a very gentle, and very busy boy.  As his home is poor, he is halping his mother
every doy. And he sludies for the purpose of helping his home and mother.  So he has no fime
ta play with his friends. | always sleep by the window. | really wanna help Daisuks. But perhaps
my help is not meaningful for Daisuke, However | do it for Daisuke. For example | am silent.
| never dirty my home.

OHWE Come to think of it, Daisuke has gone to Hokusyu for the purpose of studying.
| am worried about his physical condition. Does Daisuke catch o cold? Does he have hurt?
Do you know why | worry about him, because | love Daisuke very much, | think | will be
beside Daisuke all the time. And | receive his tenderness. If Daisuke dies, | die, foo.
I love Daisuke the best all over the world.
(171 wards)
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Class: 3-Bevan
|Submission | Somment o
Assignmont Submitted =} Number Instructor Scure
Raasons for Alending Jut 88, 2000 10:27:03 AM 10 &
Coliege EOT
Monay on Techaclogy ‘Et;;)n‘rm’ 2003 1111812 AM ? 8
Maney an Tachnoiogy IE?T1 7. 2003 10:10:53 PM 1 4
zﬁxpaﬁanca or Books Jﬁng;.'l 7, 2003 08:57:15 PM 5 4
i&xpen’ence or Books ‘é?}‘m' LO03015 42 0M 1 3
Raasons for Altendiog pr 22, 2303 10:26:40 #M 1 ‘
Callege EOT
* Stores marked with an astarisk indicste essavs that cantain an advisary,

3-Baven

"Reasons for Attending Coilega”

Submilted: April 22, 2003, 10:26:40 PM EDT
Score: 4

Question:

People attend college or university for many different reasons (for example,
new experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge). Why do you
think people attend college or university? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your answer.

Essay:

Today, most of paople enter college or univarsity in Japan. | think there are two kinds of reasons for enter coliege or
university.

Setter reason of two depends on theyTe own special intarest Those paople who want to leam more speciat knowladgs of
the field that they're interasted in. They will Jearn steadily in college or university and can be altractive person becauss
they can master their own interest.

However, in my opinion, there are soms people who has another reason, which is very chscure. They go o collage or
university ondy to spend time until they find things that they interested in of just to have fun at insignifican! things, College
and universily are act place to idle away one's lifa o spend a moratorium term.

{t costs too much to go to coliege or uaiversity and most of Japanese student depend an their parents for MY,
Therefore, we mus: not spend wast our parent's money.

{ think all college and university should be sxist for people who has sure reason and needs special education for their
future. Generally, it is more easy for such peopls to get good job than people who graduated from coliege with na
intention.

it is difficult o find own special inlerest and to make sure intention, but ta get better life, we sheuld have obvious reason.
Those elements are essantial for a full life.

"Expanenca or Books®
Submilted: June 03, 2003, 10:15:42 PMEDT
Score: 3

Quastion:

It has been said, "Not everything that is learned is contained in books."
Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge
gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?

Essgay:

in my opinion, the experence is mors important toal to gain knowiedga than books. Experience gives us wisdom which
we can't get from books.

Imagine thal there are two persons hers, they are both professionals of encamping, but one have bean to camping many
times while the other had gainad knowledge only from books. Then, if they would driff ashore at an uninhabited island,
which parson do you think has an advantage to survival? Of course former is. Lalter may knaw “what” to do, but he
shouldr't know "how" to do it, 3

it is true that we cant have alf experienca all over the world as our ifetime is limited. Therefore, we are competied to
have some experience from hooks, Although | don't think books are insignificance, | cannot help feeling that we should
have as much experience as we can.

Baoks have many merit, but in my apinion, only experience in real life can give us real knowledge, real sstisfaction, real
excitemanis and real imprassions. As it is said, "seeing is believing.”

S
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"Experience or Books"
Submitted: June 17, 2003, 09;57:15 PM EDT
Score: 4

Essay:
in my opinion, the experience is more important tool to gain knowledge than books. There are many people who behaves

as if they have perfect knowledge, although they had gained their knowledge only from books, not experience. | don't
think books are enough tool to gain knowledge. There is much wisdom which we can get only from experience.

Imagine that there are two persons here, they are both professionals of encamping, but one have been to camping many
times while the other had gained knowledge only from books. Then, if they would drift ashore at an uninhabited isiand,
which person do you think has an advantage to survival? Of course Former is. Latter may know "what” to do, but he
shouldn't know "how" to do it.

It is true that we can't have all experience all over the world as our lifetime is limited. Theraefors, we are compelled to
have some experience from books. Books enable us to know what is happening at reverse of the earth or what had
happgned thousands of years ago. However, no other knowledge is better than the one which is gained in real life.
Practical technique would never be gained only by reading books. Although | don't think books are just insignificant thing,
I :::annct help fesling that we should have as much experience as we can. In my opinion, only experience in real life can
give us real knowiedge, real satisfaction, real excitements and real impressions. As it is said, "seeing is believing."

"Money on Technology”
Submitted: June 17, 2003, 10:10:53 PM EDT
Score: 4

Question:

Some people think that governments should spend as much money as
possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people
disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic needs.
Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and
details to support your answer.

Essay:

| agree with the idea that the government should spend money on basic needs, not only on computer technology. Some
peaple say that the government should spend as much money on developing or buying computer technology. However,
in my opinion, there are many things which the government should devote much money to.

Today, we have many problems which we have not ready for. The aging society is one of important example. However,
the govemment has not completely ready for this problem yet, although it is said that we will be not able to avoid this.
The government should have set up more nursing homes for senior citizens, or have improved those institutions. To
achieve these plans, the govemment surely needs much money.

Thera is also another problem. Intemational assistance is also the affair the government should devote much money to.
in my opinion, to reach out the refugess is more important than to try to improve only own country. Al over the world,
there is a number of people who needs help from others. Most of these people is suffering from poverty. Therefore, to
assist them, we also need much money.

Computer technology would help us to make society more conveniant, but that is not only problem which we should sclve
at ence. That is not a kind of problem which needs crucial solution. The government should spend money on more basic
problems than the cormputer technology.

“Money on Technology™
Submitted: June 20, 2003, 11:16:12 AM EDT
Score: B

Essay:

All over the world, there are many people who needs economical help from administration. What should we do for them?
What can the government do? | feel that the government should spend monsy on those people's basic needs. There are
many affairs which the govemment should devote much money to.

Today, there are many problems which we have not ready for. The aging society is one of important example. However,
the government has not completely ready for this problem yet, aithough it is said that we will not be able to avoid this. In
the future, a number of older peopie will be supported by few people who is in their prime. To support all senior citizens,
peaple compelled to pay much tax. It must distress them. The administration should take initiative in saving fund for this
future. Furthermore, the government should have set up more nursing homes for senior citizens, or have improved those
institutions. To achieve these plans, the govemment surely needs much money.

Expenditure for conservation of nature is one of aspects which need more maney. It has been said that young people is
impassive or indifference, and in my opinion, that's bacause of lack of experlence in nature. Compare the present world
with what it was some decades ago. It's sure that there is a decrease of nature. People in some decades aga must gain
good sense from living in nature. Today, a large scale of nature such as beautiful forests, clear seas, wild animals, are
facing the crisis. The govermnment should protect nature which enables us to get great sense.

There is also another problem. Intemational assistance is also the affair the government should devote much money to.
in my opinion, to reach out the refugees is more important than to try to improve only own country. There is a number of
people who needs help from others, all over the world. Most of these people is suffering from poverty. Therefore, to
assist them, we also need much money. | cannot help feeling that we should help them. | believe we can do if we don't
lose sight of our duty. Yes, to share money for disadvantaged people is our duty, | think.

Computer technology may help us to make society more convenient, and we may be fascinated by them. However, that
is not a kind of problem which needs crucial solution. In Japan, at present, most of us is well favared. We shouldn't hug
on an opinion of developing computer. The government is representative institution of us, therefore, that shouid spend
money on more basic problems than on the computer technology.

-14 -
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"Reasons for Attending Collega”
Submitted: July 08, 2003, 10:27:03 AM EDT
Score: 6

Essay:

Coliege and university are the best place to gain much knowledge and good education and | think there are various
reasons for enter college or university, but in my opinion, one of the biggest problem we are facing now is that

regrettably there are many people wha enter college unworthy reason. It seems to me that there are two kinds of reasons
for enter college or university.

Better reason of two depends on ons's special interest. Those people who want to lear more special knowledge of the
field that they're interested in. They will learn steadily in college or university and can be attractive person who has much
wisdom because they can master their own interest. It seems to me that people wha is expert of one field such as
scholar or researcher are very attractive. Such people are usually worth respect.

However, in my opinion, there are some people who has anather reason, which is very obscure. They go to college or
university only to spend time until find things that they interested in or just to have fun at insignificant things. They tend to
skip a class, linger over their school lives and finally, they potentially leave schooll On this cass, | cannot help feeling that
the reason why they entered the school is unworthy to do.

Some decades ago, not everyone could enter college. Only a few people such as very wealthy people or uncommaon
genius could get ticket to college. We are lucky to be born in this age which we can get ticket only to make a littie effort.
However, in my opinion, college and university are not place to idle away one's life to spend a moratorium term even they
have become easier to enter. It costs toe much to go to college or university and most of Japanese student depend on
their parents for money. Therefore, we must not spend waste our parent's money.

I think all college and university should exist for people who has sure reason and needs special education for their future.
Therefore, they will be able to get a job that they really want, because it is more easy far such peaple to get good job
than people who graduatsd from college with no intention. To get an occupation that most people long for, such as
doctor, nurse, pilot, principal or president of the United States, needs a special knowledge.

It is difficult to find own special interest and to make sure intention, but to get better life, we should have obvious reason.
Those elements are essential for a full life.
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